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• 
T.hE Il~VJcc,IOj OF Frb1>:C:L; 

if.A.Y - JU\E 1940 

INTRODUCTIO,~ 

• 

25 J·une 1940 1\bS the blackest :l.ay in modern history 1'or 

the :people of France. T~is day m5rKed the er1d of hostilities 

betv1een t;he Republic of France and. the Axis Pm'.ers consisting 

of Ger'n:"ny and Italy; o.n end accomplished in for"Gy-five d&ys 

of lig:1.tning warfc.re by the Nazi Juggernauts' co:r,ple te def•oc•t 

of the once glorious l<'rench Ar"'y. 

This ::,oclOt,l';l;Jh deccls Ni tn the events leading up to tnis 

sadly rer.;embered day, 25 June 191,0; specifically: The Inv;,sion 

of France, i/Iay - Ju:1e l9J.O. 

In order to orient the reader it is dee~ed advisable to 

ncention brie.2ly the ev&nts in Europe leading up to 10 June 

194.0 Nhen the Germ>Jn "rsy at t;c.c((ed and began its invasion of 

France. This orien~ation uust of necessity be rather brief 

as a co:nplece llild ciete.iled resu't.e would be a history text in 

itsdf. 

In 1933 after a long series of plots and much political 

intr·i~ue, A.dolf Hitler, the former sub-corporal of the Ger::1an 

.n.rmy, beca::Je supreme dictator of the German Reich. (1) 

Historians have argued pro and coa as to Bitler's sanity but 

one ~hiilg is certt,in. he vvas ruthless s.nd ut"Gerly ,,i thout 

scruplt;S, ~;.nci he h<.d but one goal, Ger211an d.o;uina tion of the 

~ .. \orld. J1.S wi tnesr:; to th_ic. state_,~.lent G.re several 4uot .. es from 

speeches Hitler .:nade &t various times: "ic..y purpose is the 

(1) .A-1, p. 62 
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• • 
subjugation of all races and to set up our master race to 

rule the world •••••••• Empires are made by sword •••••••• 
~· 

by theft ana robbery •••••• by brute force ••••••• I have no 

conscience •••••••• We have no scruples ••••••• Promises, 

agreements, treaties are sheer stupidity ••.••••• they are made 

to be broken •••••••• There is no such thing as an army to 

preserve peace, but only for the victorious conduct of war ••••• 

we may fail, but if we ao, we shall drag the world down with 

us ••••••• a world in flames." (2) Led by a dictator guided 

by these doctrines, the German nation moved rapidly forward 

through a series of events which Rere to soon engulf the 

entire ·,-vorld in "Total war". 

The Nazi machine proceeded on a reign of terror within 

Gemany to destroy all opponents to its domination of the 

German people. This was paralleled by the builaing up of a 

powerful army and the gearing of the entire nation to rearma-

ment and preparation for war. In the first four years of the 

Nazi rule Gern;any spent 12 billion 5 hundred million dollars 

on war armaments. (3) 

Germany's first move came on 8 !.larch 1936. On this day, 

in airect violation of the Lacarne Treaty, Hitler sent his 

armies marching to occupy the demilitarized Rhineland area. 

These armies were neither well enough equipped nor trained 

to :r·ace a war with France and had orders to ·;li thdraw if opposed. 

This bluff worKed and the first step of German domination of 

(2) Direct ~uote A-1, p. 62-63; (3) A-1, p. 71 
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• 
Europe was complete. A characteristic of the German method 

of expansion was to use every means to gain her ends without 

resort to war--at l,,.ast until she herself was ready for it. 

Austria was the first country of Europe to fall under 

the Germans. A:fter a series of broken treaties, broken 

promises, and internal political intrigues engineered from 

Berlin, Ge1·man troops crossed the Austrian frontier unopposed 

and a puppet government was set up to be guided by Berlin. 

This happened in March l9J8. (4) 

Caechoslova.tda followed in .vlarch 1939 as the second 

European nation to fall under German dor:tination. This fall 

of the Czechs was preceded by the so-called Munich Pact in 

which Great Bri tian and France allowed Gerr:;any to make certain 

dem&~ds on the Czechs regarding the Sudetinland. These and 

similar demands were conceded by the Allies in a futile effort 

to mliintain peace in the world. 

The fuze was already fixed in the European "powder keg". 

on l September 1939 the match was applied. On this date, 

without wc..rning and without a formal declaration of war, the 

German Blitzkreig struck at Poland. (5) This invasion was 

in direct violation of the Ten-Year Non-~gression Pact 

between Germany and .Poland and was strictly in keeping with 

the old German custom of tearing up treaties as "scraps of 

paper". (6) Great Britian and France declared war on Germany, 

thus upholaing their treaty with Poland. The Allies were un-

(4) A-1, :p. 104; (5) A-1, p. 120; (6) A-1, p. 120 
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• • 
able to bring f71rce to bear in ti::ne to be of' material aid 

to the stricken country, and in October Poland fell after 

only thirty-five days of fighting. (7) 

Germany followed the conquest of Poland with invasions 

of both Denmark and Norway. This in the face of a ten-year 

non-aggression pact with :Uenmark and a statement of strict 

neutrality made by the Scandinavian countries only a few weeks 

previou:oly. 

This introduction has of necessity been brief. Uetails 

have been left purposely incomplete, but it brings us up to 

the general political situation at t;he time of the Invasion 

of France 10 May 1940: Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, 

Denmark, and Norway are under "the heel of the Nazis". 

(See !v1ap A) France and Great Bri tian are in a state of war 

with Germany. However, outside of minor patrol action along 

the Franco-German frontier and the minor participation of 

Allied Troops in the Scandinavian theater, no major engage

ments have been fought between Germany and the Allies since 

the declaration of war l September 1940. 

Much l:as been written on the invasion and subsequent 

fall of France in 1940 and in these writings there have been 

many explanations given for the Germans phenomenal success • 

.Most of these so-called explanations dwell at length on the 

internal political situation in France and attribute a con

siderable part of the debacle to intrigue and political 

manipulations within France itself. While certain of these 

(7) A-1, p. 125 
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• • 
allegations may be true, no attempt will be made in this 

monogr!>ph to evaluate political consider&tions, and the 

material covered will be strictly military in nature. The 

milit&ry o;>eriitions during the period 10 May to 25 June 

1940 offer much opportunity for discussion and there is 

much ~o be gained in military lessons and knowledge from a 

careful perusal of the material available. With these 

thoughts in mind, let us turn our attention to the facts at 

hand. 

Gr_:aER.iiL ::OITUATION PRIOR TO 10 MAY 1940 

The declaration of war on Germany by the Allies caused 

a great wave of controversial d.iscuEsion amongst experts 

anc. "self-styled experts" of military scir::nce. The reason 

behind these argurr.ents were the so-called impregnable defensive 

lines -~~hich both France and Germcmy had built along their 

co:Jll1lon border. Each country we.s placed about in the same 

po;:,ition as two little boys who run home after becoming angry 

at one another and lock the door. Then they both stand inside 

the house and hurl dire threats at each other, each knowing 

that the other cannot come through the locked door. This was 

the sort of stalemate which appeared imminent between France 

and Germany. 

The French had their Maginot Line (see Map B) extending 

from the Swiss to the Belgium borders along the Franco-German 

frontier. This was an extensive line of subterranian fortifi

cations complete not only with strong defensive -.-.-arks and 

extensive armaments but also with underground barracks for 

troops manning the line. 

11 



• • 
The line did not completely cover the French frontiers, 

only that portion which faced Germany. 'rhe line was not 

continued along the Swiss border because it was believed 

by .lt,rench military experts that the rugged Alps ;;tountsins 

were enough protection on that frontier. Another factor 

was the neutrality of the Swiss; a neutrality which had 

never been violated. J..long the Belgium frontier was a string 

of lesser fortifications known as the "Little ),:aginot .Line". 

(See It.ap B) ( 8) Because of poll t leal consideration for the 

Belgian Government, which emphasized repeatedly its complete 

neutr:otlity towards all European countries, (9) this line was 

never made as strong as the line facing Germany. (10) 

Along their side of the Franco-German frontier on the 

east side of the Rhine River, the Germans had built a similar 

line of fortil'ications. They cdled their positions the 

Siegfried Line and having no particular thought of their 

neighbors' feelings, extended it to the ;~orth Sea. ( ll) 

(See i'liap B) 

Both opposing lines were occupied at the beginnin.g of 

hostilities with the French and British on the I.!aginot Line, 

the Germans behind their Siegfried i.ine and a "No-Man's 

Land" of varying widths between. 

It appears to have been the strategic plan of the Allies 

to establish an effective sea blockade and to stalemate the 

W!ir in the west thereby forcing Germany to attack or risk 

being starved out o:f the war. J.t lectst that seer:1s to have been 

( 8) A-1!., p. 8; (9) A-1, p. 193; (10) A-2, p. 8; 
(ll) A-1, p. 193 
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the plan carried out during the ear~y months of the war. 

(12) 

From the beginning of the war in September 1939 until 

10 May 1940 this stalemate was maintained along che Western 

front. A small amount o:r active patrolling and a number 

o:r artillery duels were the only neans used to relieve the 

monotony of' defensive warfare. 

The only real action during this entire period took 

place on the third day of the war. On 6 september French 

troops crossed the Franco-German border and in less than a 

week fought their way into the outskirts of Saarbruecken. 

This action caused the entire front to flare up and for a 

time it seen1ed as though a major engagement was in the offing. 

Soon, however, for reasons never fully explained, the French 

withdrew suddenly from German soil and remained content 

behind their fortifications. (13) 

People all over the world started referring to it as a 

"phoney war" ( 14) and in lfrance itself there was much ais

content ainong the populace becauE•e of the large number of 

men being held in arms and apparently doing nothing towards 

winning the war. 

This period of inactivity should have provided a wonder

ful opportunity for both Germany and the Allies to strengthen 

their defenses and raise the stute of training of their troops. 

It was an especially good op,Jortuni ty for France to gear her 

peacetime industry to w<c.rtime prociuction. It is interesting 

(12) A-2, p. 7; (13) A-1, P• 194-195; (14-) A-1, P• 196 
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• • 
at this time to note and consider, in light of later 

developments, what use each side made of this opportunity. 

The :French evidently did little or nothing in any 

direction during this period and the mora.le of the troops 

suffered through inactivity. ( 15) The li'rench were not too 

anxious to go to war in the first place and the poor spirit 

of the troops weakened with the inactivity. They complained 

about the absence of drill or other forms of activity behind 

the lines, and the combination of inactivity and military 

discipline raised havoc with morale. (16) In addition to 

these personnel troubles, the French Army was faced with 

political bickerings on the Home front which delayed produc-

tion of necessary materiel. 

It would seem as if the Allies did not realize how serious 

the situation really wa.s, and it is probable that they were 

little better prepared to go into battle in May 1940 than they 

were in September 1939. (17) 

The German. actions, meanwhile, •• ere exactly opposite those 

of the French. They made every possible use of their time to 

improve their army both as to state of training and equipment. 

Equipment and personnel of units which had suffered loses 

during the Polish Campaign were brought up to strength, and 

tr<dning in prelininary movements for the invasion was con-

tinuous. (18) Members of the various units were given complete 

information as to the nature of the obstacles which would con-

front them on the borders of Lux~mbourg and Belgium. (19) 

(15) A-39, p. 3 & 6, A-2, p. 12; (16) A:--30, p. 3; (17) A-2, p. 12 
(18) A-2, p. 12; (19) A-9, p. 6-7 
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The Germans realized, also, the value of using combat 

aviation to su~plement artillery in a fast moving situation 

where motorized and mechanized units were e.:nployed. Realizing 

this they made detailed plans for air-ground cooperation. 

(20) 

It is known that for six months during this lull the 

Germ=s spent their time training troops to perform their 

various tasks to perfection. It has been reported by reliable 

observers that this preparatory tr<>ining involved so great 

a uee;ree of psychological tension for the troops that c.he 

order to cross the border brought them a sense of relief. 

(21) During this period the French reported two serious 

alerts on 1~ November and 15 January which were probably the 

result of "dress rehearsals" for the invasion. (22) 

In April 1940 Germany invaded Denmark and Norway. This 

action served for a time to relieve the tension for it appeared 

as though things were starting to happen. However, little 

effect was felt on the iiestern front, because only three light 

French divisions were sent to Norway from French soil. The 

British sent troops from England but did not remove any from 

the British Expeditionary Force serving in Fr&nce. (23) 

According to reliable inforr.11ation received at .dllied 

Head~uarters beginning 15 April, an offensive by Germany on the 

Western Front seemed definite. This information increased until 

by 3 May a blow against Belgium and Holland appeared imminent, 

(20) A-9, p. 8-9; (21) L-9, p. 4; (22) A-2, p. 12; 
(23) A-2, p. 12; (24) A-1, p. 12 
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COc;:PARii:'CN OF .hL:LIED J..t'JD GEK·.'.ii.N B'ORCEb ON 'l'ii.l:G .i~S'l'L:RN FROl~T 

AL oF' 10 t;:AY 1940 

Be:t'ore attem,ting to discuss any militory operation, it 

is well to consider the means availhble to both forces at 

the onset of hostilities. Only after those means have been 

considered is it possible to llitike an intelligent study of the 

use of the me<cns avdilable and the final result, and thus 

arrive at a logic&l conclusion. 

The stuuent of military history finds himself in a peculi&r 

si tuc:tion when attencpting to tr&ce the course of the B<.~ttle of' 

Frc:.nce and all its ramifications. The very nature of the action 

has resulted in diverse opinions as to detailed c:.ction. Many 

valuable records were lost because of the co:~plete defeat und 

wi<ie scc;ttering of the Allied Forces in France. •rhis is 

especially true as regc.rds the strength and orgc.nizations of 

opposing forces. Niost writers on this subject have had a 

tendency to exaggerate or belittle fs.cts depending on from 

vihich point of view they were writing. This writer makes no 

cl<1ims as to the accuracy of 1'igures down to the llist man or 

we:o.pon, however, the fi(';ures as we will now consider thel!l are 

the result of a comiJarieon of severol sources. ',','ith this in 

nind let us compare the Allied and GerrrJ.an forces as chey v;ere 

on 10 ¥.ay 1940. 

The total ;,llied forces in Fr<mce at the time of the 

InVcidon consisted of upproximetely 104 French iii vi Eions, ( 25) , 

13 British divisions, (26) and one .Polish CiiviE:ion. (27) 

In uduition \;O these troops tho French had 14 divisions 

(25) A-10, p. 2; (26) A-5, P• 9; (27) A-5, p. 7 
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scatcered throug1wut her colonial possessions anti in Norw<1y. 

(28) Of these we wi.ll not take furcher notice &s they dere 

never active in the r.;ampo.ign uncier con:oiaeration. v,e will 

not consider the 7 French aivisionf on the southvie~t front 

eith;::r. Theoe divisioas <~ere watr.;hii1g Ituly, ,,,ho although 

not ucti vely engaged in the v.ar at this tir::e, wus allied to 

Gem.<-ny. ( 29) These figures give the Allied Forces a total 

of lll divisions available on the northeaster~ front where 

the action covered in this ::;onograph took place. This f'igure 

does not include the 21 c.ivisior1s of the Belgians or the 9 

divisions of the Dutch. (30) 

In as .:Guch lis th" &ctions of the Belgians end Dutch had 

on.Ly an indirect bearing on the campaign in Fro.nce they will 

be 6iven no further consicieration. It might be said th&t 

had the Belgians end Dutch held their lines, the pordtlon of 

France might h&ve been less prec<irious, however, -chc.t i~ besicie 

the point as &ny nation must be prepared to defend her borders. 

For thbt rec.son the actions of the Belgians and Jutch are 

considered !iS having only an inairect oearing on tne f'inal 

resu.J..t • 

.Let us now consider the J:.llied Forces more closely and 

see J;hat types of tr·oops were contained v,i -chin the .lll divisions 

and what their state of' trcini::lg and e~uip:11ent wc.s. 

The 13 BriGish aivisions consisted of 5 active infantry 

divisions who v.ere well eyuipped and trained; 5 territorial 

divisions (corresponding to our Uotional Gubrd) who were fairly 

(28) A-<:, p. J; (29) A-2, p. J; (30) A-5, p .. 1.0 
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well equipped but only partially trained; (Jl) and three 

training divisions iihich were short of essential artillery and 

administrative units and which had not completed their train-

ing. (3:<:) The British troops were known as the British 

Expeditionary J!'orce and were comr::anded by General Lord Gort. 

( 33) 

The French Forces were divided approximately as follows: 

29 active infantry uivisions ~ohich were regular army units 

brought up to strength; <::0 series "A" reserve divisions; 16 

series "B" reserve divisions; lJ fortress divisions; J 

armored cii visions; 3 light mechanized divisions; 5 light 

cavalry divisions; GHQ reserve of 5 divisions; and 34 tank 

battalions which could be attached as needed. (34) 

The equipment and training of these French divisions 

varied from superb to mean. The active divisions were well 

trained and well equipped according to the French tables of 

organization. More mention of that will be made later. The 

series "A" reserve was composed of men from 24 to 40 years 

of age and the series "B" reserve of men from 40 to 48 years 

of age. Both types of reserves had undergone from one to two 

years of active service plus short periods of refresher train-

ing. (35) The equipment of these divisions was not complete. 

The fortress divisions were in the process of reorganization 

and lacked heavy artil~ery components and services. The 

armored divisions were very new and lacked training. They 

were composed of 2 battalions each of medium and light taru{s 

(31) A-10, p. 7, A-Z, P• 3; (3Z) A-5, P• 9; 
(33) A-2, p. l; (34) A-2, P• 3-4; (35) A-5, P• 5-6 
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m&King a total of 160 tun~s per uivi~ion. The light nechuni~ed 

di vi. dons were converted ce:vr.lry U.'li tE equipped v,i th lie;ht tenC.s. 

The lit;ht cavo.lry ur,it s were t.<pproxima. tely one--;;l1irc. llieclmnL e<i 

v,i th light t&n<Cs hnd two-thirds horse cevalry. (36) 

The air forces of' the Allies con~ i:::ted of approxi£<;ately 

710 modern pursuit plane<o; :;.1 day- bombing planes; ~ <::;. rdsce.J.laneous 

liecy <<nd night bombers, ;nostly oosolec.e; and 300 French plus en 

umo;cwn "-uan ti ty of BiOF observe.tion pl<Jne~'. In hciui tion they 

could count on some reinforcement f'rom the 1!AF stctioned in 

In cond de ring German strength it is of value to note 

the uiffere~ce in strength as reported f'rom various sources 

with the F'r<onch 6StitCJB te of' the t strength. 

The Gerr:,ans had between 6 &nd 7 million men mobilized by 

::.&y 1940. ( 38) Because of the flexibility of Germc.n or.;·r,ni-

:e,ation anci the tendency to shift uni t:o f'rom one heaci:.~u8rters 

to <'mother an exc;ct esti:rate es to nurr.ber o:f ci vi done is 

diff'icult. One relicole source t:t:ys 240 d.ivi~:ione plus service 

and supporting troops. (J9) These were diviaed into 200 or 

more inf'c.ntry, 10 or 12 aror:ored ,,nd '!lechenL:ed, snd 20 or more 

special clivjsions ('«oum;ain, Cavt,lry, etc.). Of these 240 it 

is e:stin:ated that Ger'!'.c.ny had about 150 diViDions avE>ilable 

on or neur the hestern Front on 10 ~.r:ay 1940. 

The French estimated German strength at 180 infantry 

divisions and 10 armored tivisions. They a1ro estimated thst 

between 110 and 127 were en the 'r;estern Front. ( 40) one 

(J6) A-2, 
( :,9) - J:'..-1(,, 

P. J-4; (J7) A-2, p. 4; (38) i-,-2, p. 5; 
p. 5, ,,-5, p. 14; (40) 1',-10, P• 12 
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Gem"en source placed the fie;ure &t 190 infc;ntry &nd 10 

&rmored c:i visiorw. ( 41) 

l"s for ccir force, the Germ&ns h&d Lpproxh:c.tely 9000 

combat planes ev&iluble. ( 4:C) These v..ere oll of modern u.esie;n 

tend included a ,high percentege of dive-bomber-s. The Frsnch 

estim2te of enen:y air-strength was :; , 500 bombers a.nd 1, 500 

pursuit plo.ncs or & total of 5, 000 of ell types. ( 43) 

k.ll the Germen unit~ were v.E!l.l tndneti und n:any hed 

had c:oubat experience in Poland. Their combet e(J.uipment v,ccs 

coTplete end was nearly oll new. It rr_ust be recalled at thiE 

point that Ger:neny wus forced by the Treaty of Versailles to 

scr!ip her arn,a;aen t, thllS \ihen the iJazis stc,rted to rec.rm, they 

had <:ll new e'-Juipment for their arc.·;ies. Another important 

factor v.as ~;hEt much of Gerrr.«ny' s ariL.arr.ent had been b&ttle

test;:;d during the i:opanish Civil ';,·ar before being put in quantity 

production. 

Up to this point we have ~iscuc:sed the number of tiviEions 

&nd gcner&l co:r~ments about organL::etion and ec;uipment. Let u.s 

the11 for a short tirr..e on some specific: corGpBrisons between the 

t.,o forces. 

The Fr.onch infantr·y c.i vi don contcdned 2549 more rr.en then 

a ~-ir:.ilsr type of Gerr::an c.i vi:oion. However, the f'irepov.er of 

the French unit ;,&s consider&bly less, especie,lly in infc,ntry 

mort ~onE' !lnd howitzers. The Ge=.a.ns evidently pleced great 

fui th in mor-t!lrs and had 81 light «nd 51 heuvy mort~oa·b per 

dividon &s ag,;inst :C9 light &nd 24 heavy in the Jf'rench ciivision. 

{41) A-10, p. )9; (4'::) £-2, p. 5; (4J) A-10, p. 1) 
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The Frerc.ch, on the other hanci., haa. a top-heavy advontst.se in 

nu:.nber of machine .;uns. French figures :ere )60 &nd 180 

heuvy as a:;ainst ]42 li:,;ht c.nd 100 he<ivy rcc.chine c,urls in a 

Ger<~an diviDion. Lrtillery WGS reletively equal except that 

Ger;nsn <crtillery wus much newer and h<itl better t1··~nsport. 

l!:spe-.:L.lly signif'icant in a co::[Jarisoll of E"tr•cngth is ·:he 

rclc;ti ve nurnbtrt: of' to.n~s B_nd anti-tL-nk guns. 

Th8 Gerc'l&.ns who had used tanks with brillisnt :ouccei'E in 

thr;ir Polish "BJ..i t<ohreie;" re<>li ~-6u the import,<oYJ.ce of ,,nti-tccnk 

ue~·en.se for their infL-ntry units. Each i..:.i vi Lion v.ras e':i.uipped 

.,,ith 72 Nr ..;uns oi' the la.te:ot uedgn <end very cnobile. On thB 

other hE-nd t;he Trench had. ..;ood LT guns and their T/0 cc:lled 

for 71 per ·J.i Vic' ion. The only trouble ,·;i tl1 the French viUE thct 

_proliucti::m '•'~s not up to tho point ·;;here it could provide enough 

guns to fill t.hat T/0. ,·,·hen these we&pons fin;olly stc.rte6. to 

re<ich !'ront line units it was a case of "too little--too h:te". 

\.,•ritten &fter the ~~&r vhc.t if ~he bUllS &V&il&ble at the ti::ne on 

the Sedan front were e oluced according ~o French training 

rr .. a.t.~.ucls, -chere w,~;._s one o_nQ a frcction AT guns per ::.nile of front. 

The situ::.. tion as reisL .. rG.s c:..r:·.-_or v;c._s E. bout the .se.me c..s -,_, i th 

LT e;uns. ·rhe French t2.nlcs gener<olly cos,pured fL vorc;bly ~,dth 

(44) ""-<:, p; 6; (45) .t-.-<::, P• 6, 1c-l0, p. 7; 
(46) rc-6, p. "<::7 



• • 
con'"'~ineli 4l6 tu;:es of' · .. hich ·.fj_).:'OXi "utdy thr.oe-f'ourths \;ere 

ar"'"Ored -:.iviL;ion G;:w or;e c,;n ee;.sily see the;t there w&s very 

The inft~ntry conponents of the t;,o uivLt:ions were relc.t-ivt:;ly 

eccual both us to ll1llllber oc.nd tnn;oport<e.tion. ( 47) 

Tllt:; exccct degree of moto.ri:<<.tion of the French uni t1e is 

rnt :mown but it v.us considerably less because of the .B'rench 

,,s to the . is;;o:i tioD of theEe forces on the eve of tatcle, 

let us turn to .•. .cp B. l~o atterr:pt is ccsue nere to breiit<uovm 

the ar;,_ies into uivisioas. .t<or purposes of stuuy the arxies 

CO.._·,,? ~.I~I:::;Q~-~ Q__ ~....L.1...ai ~iJ L;EF <: .. \l~I \1 .r!.: P _L_,--..;_·.j ;:. _,- J.\JD GL.~; :I~~ 

0 Ji':F' J -~\-, ;-.:.- I'TE P _L._i-.1~ ~":: 

1cllied and Gerr.:.ccn pl&nc for action along the 'i,estern front 

were ui&t'Jetrccally O,Jvosed.. The Ger'n&ns had their Siegfried. 

.Lir1e gub.rding their fro.ctier, i);It -. :·v?7 .. -•. ;)~·_:-; _i_dereci :l":~.i :::: only a 

protec Live liLe ,,hich could be held by a relatively weak 7.'orce 

1Nhile their r.J.o.in bulk of forces ·,;u, en;;&:~:ed. in offen'd vrc wc.r 

el~ewhere. The French on the other hand. looked to their ~aginot 

~ine as a str~ct~y aerensive poLition from which they could win 

the ~;er by def0n~ive ~etten ~lone. 

The c.Llied strectee;ic plan :oeGT:~.s to h&ve beGn to ;·L:U. c, 

(47) 1'.-<:, p. 6 
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counted on the strong defenses of the Maginot Line to force 

a stalemate between the opposing military forces while the 

British sea-blockate cut off ~er.nan supplies. (48) This 

plan might have had a chance for success except for one 

important factor. That f'actor was the neutro.li ty of Belgium 

and Holland. Because of this neutrality and certain other 

political considerations, the lVlaginot .Line was never com

pleted along the Franco-Belgian border. This left a weak 

link in the Allied d.efensi ve lines. (See Map B)' Also, 

this same neutrality prevented· close cooperation between the 

Allies and Belgium-Hollnnd for the planning of strong defensive 

action in case of an invasion. (49) 

At the beginning of hostilities in September 1939 there 

appeared to be three courses of action open to Ge~1any as her 

next step toward world dm'lination: 

1. .An offensive on the Northecostern French front, west 

of the hhine. 

2. Intervention in Southeastern Europe. 

J. An attack on France through Switzerland, with or 

without aid from Italy. (50) 

There was nothing to indicate ·which course of uction 

Ger:aro.ny \vould choose. However, any doubt was !'oon erased as 

Germany started moving troops west. By early November she 

had sufficient troops maL'Sed west of the Rhine to mac<:e an 

attack generally along the line Holland--Belc,illi~--Luxombolll'g. 

All these movements were general in nature and there was no 

(48) A-2, p. 7; (49) A-2, p. 9; (50) A-2, P• 8 
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in6icetion th~t prepsr~tions ~ere being m~~e for ~11 tt~SL·Ult 

of t,he iit<::.cginct .L1ine. 

;n esti~ste of the situt.tion me~e by French G-2 seemed 

to inaicete one of t·,;o possibilitie:> J'or Gel'Jl::cn &ction: 

1. 'rhe ~er::~c.ns r•ight c.ttc. CA. BelgiiLT• c.nd Iiollc,rW &nd 

thus outf'l.<nK the oi>Lginct .wine rrom c;he north and. conc,uer 

bE.se::- from v•ilict" ~o octacK EnglE.nd. 

2. The Gcrnen" Light Bttcr: vt & i"J.:'"lc.er ope:rc_tio:l 

through Hell end. <,lone. 'rhe ad vc..n tc.ge of chis plbn being the 

poe<;ibili ty of secu1·ing bL<::cs v,i -chout Bri Gi~h L·nC. Fr•2nch 

intervention necessarily tsking Jlsce, (51) 

It is interesting to note thst .the Allies beljeved 

Qe:·rr_~:ny' s r:.oin ef"·~"'ort v;oulc~ be to secur€ b;::,,sc.s to Ct""Ctae:k 

l:I:glc.nd.. No 'oppan.>nt Eeriomo tlJ;;ut:ht ''"' i.i ven thto I)O: :ci tili ty 

of a Ge~mc.n e.sscult on Frsnce itself, 

Besing their deci:cion on this G-~ esti~cte, Ghe Allies 

h<Hi o:cly tho lotictl choices: 

l. .tier:&1n in their precent potoi tions ( Sc6 ;v'''P B) '-nd 

eb<,nc.on Belgiu::c. c.nu riol.u;nd; or 

"-• 1wve up to suppor-t che low countrieb. ( 5<:) 

In compc-rint; the uuvc-.n c.<:..,c;e~, of the tv·.o course<; of '" ction 

we tEUl~t keep in ;:,ind the ''ll.ied oelief cbLt Gre<o.t Bri ticn1 \,':.>' 

the ~hr"'" tooned country ru tt<er th&n :t<'recnC<o. ;:i th thL tnougi1t 

in ,·lind, chco .. is«uVb;J-:<.,._ooL of the first plc.n &re appc.rent. 

;cbEnC1on ent of the lo¥. countries vmuld c,i ve ch:onnel port::; 

f&cing England. to Gei'!:liny _d th very lit vle dif'~'i cul ty. The 

(51) r.-10, p. 2J; (5~) L-::0, p. 8 
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c<,rious indeed urHi v;oulo. also increc.le the uiL i:::ulti.of, of 

.onforcing ·0he see.- bloc"woe. Fur ~r:er·, thh. plsn '"ould not r·"::ke 

any use of th.o 20 Bel~ian bnd 9 Lutclt ~ivi2ions to bolster 

the .dliea cc;.us£. 'rhe only c.dvc,ntcg6 to che pl2a ;,auld be the.t 

&ny future inv<c,tc:ion of :France could be O.efenued :fro::: the pre-

;:>a:rcd pcsi tio:n~; on ~he 1\C"o.ginot--_:...ji ttie {;~c~t;inot Line. 

of the lowl<.~nd.s ~~.'hich -~i'.L d.e in:po:::~Ei bl.e c._ny coordine_ tf.:;d _plc_r._[; of' 

de-.'~en~:e. Eo~-.-evt:;r, coo;;e~·&.tjcn becb-~re better ·,-.. itll Belbiu:ra af'tcr 

&n clert in l~oveiT.ber 1939, 1:hich \.&E probe.bly cc•uFeci by & GeP'iW 

reht":&x·L:c_l of their :Gove:'":'1_E.Lts. 

1:fcer lenc:;thy Z:is:~uEsio~ce, T-he Allies ::.eciGed to uJ.opt 

the seco;ld ph:n s.nd :-:',cc.e prep;cretions to i1;plerr.ent it. Re

~ember et this tiTe that no positive action could. be taKen 

to reinforce the Belc;iun lines .• i th "'llie<i troopc becnuu; of 

Belgiurr' s neutrd i ty. 'l'r.e plun c s finulJ.y euvpted could only 

be e«rriea out after· Lhc: Jerc::.ecn ir,VIJFion su.rteci dlo Bel;;:iurr. 

re~uested blliea aid. 

Gentrc.l Gw~,elin, Co:n:r:J~nd.er-in-Ct...ief of the lt:.nci :t''?:tces, 

stu<iien E€VE:ral plans before he f"in~>lly <cciopted the L_yl(; 7\iver 

line ~s the best location for his uefenFive line. The Belgian~ 

firs~:: li:Ie of defEo.m,e V-"<S <.long tfle iilbert Cc:nc.l to Lie,_;e c..nd 

do•:;n to t::te Bdginn J,rdenne:o., but Generc-.1 G&m6lin nee~ed it 

inauvisc:ble to &ttei)t to reinforce this line. Another plan 

cor,te:rpleted &nO. l<oter di seE-reieG v;u~ t; uef.;;n~e line colong the 

~se&ut River. (53) 

(53) li-2, p. 9 
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Let us at tbh; poir.t refer to )i;a_p C and study che :''in~l 

Lllied p:Cen in l.ietccil: 

l. The combir:ed Frccnco-Bri t,i c:h line •··Ould pivot on Revin 

and the left of the line move north. 

2. The t'Jinth Frenc!J. I,r:w 'dould hole e line along the ;zeuse 

Hi ver ;,outh o.:· :~amur. 

J. The Firet Frtmch Ar::y would center on Gembloux. 

4. Generc.l Lord Gort 'e B}:;}<' would holu e. lone<; the Hi ver 

Dyle. 

5. The B<Olbian i>n:y woulD. exte11d the line from Louvain 

to ,,ntwerp 11hich wo.s E. fort;ified position. 

6. The Seventh Fr<mch li.!'.~:y, held in re f,ervo, would be 

ree.dy to support the extrer:·e left vf the fo r:s;ction. 

AS a fol.Low-up to this plf.n, General G=elin planneu to 

reinforce the mccin Belt;ian line from the Dyle positjon3 if 

circumstbDC6S O.eemed this acivisabie. (54) 

(,hile the l'llies were pl&nning defen<-:i ve rr::oveE, the; GerT<:an 

High Co:m:.nand WGS ec;_u<,lly <JS busy planning an offense. In their 

plo.nning the Gerrcans also took into &ccount che fortifice tions 

of thb Maginot Line. They finally decided thot a frontul 

5SS<>ult c.gainst tbeE:e positions ,,,·ould be too costly end the 'wid.e 

front&ge would scatter their forces over too lare;;e &n are&. 

1,fter lengthy d.iscussion they narrowed their posBible courses 

of' action down to t,-w; 

1. A long encircling mover.:ent through BelgiUII! bnd chen 

south &round P&ris. The bitsi'Sest dis&(ivantag6 to this plc.n is 

thtt the drive would. push tbe iillies toge'Jher c'nd. re,ictc.nce 

(54) A-;:., p. 10 
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would increCJ.se as the preu;ure was increased. (55) 

2. "' drive through the Ardennes Forest to hit tne hinge 

of the Mae:oinot--Li ttle l.·Iaginot .wines. Fron:. here the drive 

>;ould be tov.ard the se&. thereby splitting the l<llied .Hor·ces. 

The biguest ciicadvcmto.ge to thiE plLn wc.s the risk of counter

attack against the ~lanKs of the gre~tly extenGed spe<irhead. 

(56) TJ:-,ere •:.ere t11o great advantages to thic; plen and they 

were the d.eciding fee tors in che ado;Jtion of it. The first 

advanta~:,e wus th[,t 'Ghe area behind the Ardennes ViES v:ell 

sui ted to aL cred opere. t.ions c.n6. h&u & m.inirru'~ of wat8r courses 

to cross. Secondly great surprise could be ~CJ.ined because of 

the French belief thet the rough terrE.in o:e the Ardenne:o maue 

l&rge scale oper&tions impracticable. Pt this point it is 

aeeme<i. worthy to c,uote &n &rticle publiclled in the :C:eutsche 

,'ehr, an authori ti ve Gerrr,&n n:ili t<J.ry journsl, "Some years before 

the prEsent v.~;.r, e. cert&in Fr·ench Genertoel published a careful 

and elaborate study in wl'.i ch he embodied hiE thoughts re,:;<o.rcing 

methods of "W&rf~ore sui ted to the border between Germany ond 

Luxembourg and to the southecs tern tip of Belgium, V;hich pu~;hes 

out. between l''nnce c.nd Luxombou.rg. After careful ane;lysis, be 

had reached ~he conclusion that this region, stretching out on 

both sines of Charleville and in front of th= ~euse, was as 

nearly Ul,sui ted to moveT"~ent of troops on a large scale as any 

region coul~ be ••.•.••• especially •.•.•.••• and in the Forest 

of Ardennes ..•••..• every re<H;on f'or agreeing '•·i th the General' E 

G.eci sion •...•.•• Realizing thi.b .•....• Gerrr.cn Supre..cr..e COL::!:--'End 

(55) A-2, p. 10; (56) A-2, p. 16 
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decided to capitalize upon it in the attack of 10 /i,ay 1940. 

'rhey felt.... . • • • • that French High Com: ana. •.••••••.• we,s ccrtcdn 

to be taken by surprise." Unc_uote (57) 

The ~'inal German plans were simple (see Map .i;) and 

depenaed mainly on mass, robility, and surprise to achieve 

their objective. 

The plans called for a secona.cr·y attack through Belgium, 

Hollend, and Luxembourg in an attempt to draw the Allies into 

a trap and to deceive them as to the location of the mcin effort. 

The wain attack was to be a penetration with great mass con

centro-ted on s narrow front in the Ardenne<:. area • These clttac.ks 

,,er€ to be launched simultaneously and the proper tin;ing Vice to 

be achieved by the lon;ser time necessc·ry to penetrlite the 

dil'ficul t ter-rc;.ia of the .u·ciennes. After breo.rcing through, 

the spsarhead _.as to advance to ~he sea .vi th the following 

troops ta,dng up po:o;i tions facing south g,nercTiy along the 

Som::lle-Aisne .River lines. The next J~ove was to attack north 

frmn this line to encircle the hl.iied forces ,,ith the help of 

the forces ::r,oving through .O:ollEcnd end Belgium. .After chese 

northern forces ',,ere reuuced it IlEUS plc;m;ed by ·c;hs Gerrr.ans to 

launch a :."oin ~'"ttc~ck soutil. 1'rom the Sonrme--Aisne line movinr, 

to the east of Paris ~<ith the mission of' outflan;cii<g the ;,rae;inot 

Line c.nd ta.~::ing it from the rear. At <cpproxi:':a tely the same 

ti.we a secondary attack was to be lblillched .south around che 

west oicie of Paris. (58) 

In order to Ll.sure the succeFS of these operatiom, t:l.e 

Germans had uone two thiags. Firt1t they had greatly increccsed 

(57) r.-9, p. 1-2; (58) L-:2, p. 11 
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the fire-po·,,er of oheir inf&ntry by adding a grec.t number 

of mortars, infantry howitzers and anti-tank weapons. 

Secondly they haa ;wtorized or mechc.nized a large psrt of 

their troo~s c:o ·0hey could exploit the, breakthrough dnd 

maintain the roomenturn of the attlick. One authoritative 

Germc.n source stated thc.t 45,000 motor vehicles took uart in 

this ;;,ction. 'l'his figure is probably exaggerated but it is 

Known that ·che figure w<;s tremendous. (59) 

AS fc:..r as tactics ',veut, ·::he Gerr::.e,ns planned to mc-: .. ke the 

fullest ~ossible use of che principle of mess in the £ttack. 

This w&.s &cconplished by having the von Kleist group, con-

sisti.:1g of 5 ar::tored aivisions and J motoriz.ed divisions, 

spearhead the utttwK foLLO'I>cd by the L2th a;.d 16th .. r:ilies 

abre~ st with che 9th "nd 2d J.rmi es abre:~ st behi:lu. these t~>o • 

.A.s C:t.Jn be seen from such a :i'or:r,ation, there 'NUS tremendous mass 

concentr2<tea on a very nro.rrow front. On6 other thing Jon6 to 

increc ce the fire- po·:·er of bhe c.r~.i e:o wQs 0he u ~e of dive-

bombers to Let ~s super-long-rcinge ~rtil~ery ~hen ~he sueea 

of the attsck tJEH.le cl.ose &rtillery support ::.ifficult. 

Ar~~.y G-I·oup B under Colo~1el Generc.l von Bock wus lo .rcc.ke 

the forces &lre&dy ~iscu~sed 6na ~us to ~&Ke the ~&in peue-

tr&tion snd subEe.~uc:ut ari ve to the ~ct .. 

'-, -~:.·-:··, '1' ,

u_,,,~'""·' .t-.u.,_ 

&ote.--~·or c~sy re~'erence &nd to insure an exuct una6r-

(59) i~-9, p. 4 
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The GeY~Ln forces btLLlC~ed accorai£tg to scnedule !lna 

von .Bock's Ar,~J.Y Group B J.::oved f'orwe;rd ec.rly in ~he .iL"tornin{i 10 

:Fifth Collk"l.Ilists who .•. ere ei thE>r Germuns infil trc ted into 

the ;~llied countri8S or 1clli8C::. citi<:ens ~urneo. trsitor 

p~rcch~te troops uropped be~ind Ghe lines to seize bridges 

~ithin sn hour of Ghe initi~l at~Hck, ~ing L6opold of 

of the Allied line to the ;•wrth :mO. I!<;st wcs st<o1rted. (61) 

this ·,ves the ini till rrwve by the .f~liies in v•,hich thtiy :cllo·:~u 

believed th&t l!UCil "-' length of tL:-,e ,:oula be En::ple to properly 

orGanize the ~ociti;m before Ger0:an forces reGcl1cu the ,_:yle 

Hi v:,r lice. 

One chcn,;8 w&s ma<le in the original pLons end the ~:evcnth 

left (north) fl&r,re northwest of J . .:lt\;erp in the L.ircction of 

Brecia. The purpose of this chGnge . ' ., ( 
V\0.•.) to help insure the 

security of ~he lo"6r Escaut River &nd to furnish Liaison 

(60) L-4, ;J. I , . "1 t:..,, _ _;:_-..:.._;, ;>. ~j (61) rc-9, Y• 18 
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bGt;.cat Lhe Bclc',icns und the Dutch. This u.ction ;;ey hcve 

for the hllied lett i·lan~. (62) 

Cnrwl c.cnd o:H; u.t .. :<:.crtricht over the "·"eus<o. The ccpture of 

this ilE)ort-vnt bridge at ii~oestricht enuf)led the Ger~n2.IH~ to 

~.iLnfire~ Quring .he night ll-12 ~uy to their second line of 

The Yrcnch ,•:•cv,•n th f. ... ' ·r·y :•cving up <;round -che J .. clicel left 

rorced the ilutch line enst or Erea&. 

The re~uinder of ~he Bricish ana French forces .. ere in 

r.ocn o1' Ghe L:th, \1·8 f'ind r,he i.llie-& or, '" line reL ching i'ro:r 

i~_nt.v-ierp south through _wOUv<:-:in, ,, .. c .. vre, Ge;;:b.=:_oux, Namur, Givet, 

line 1'ro~1 Ult'ilf:Orp to Louv<.:in, ;;,t:ner:.lly L.l.O!!g t,he .Jyle hi v;o.r; 

to ,;cvre; 2outh of the .i.lritish v'•ere Lhe ll'l'lmch ~·iret, :Jinth, 

diG ~c·<:•co;;d 1.r: ies in tlwt order ;,i th ·ooundcries bet·,·,een c.r·:ies 

( 6 5) F·rench 

C:c.vru.ry 1.ma rTLecnc;:Jiztd forces v•·er•: out in front of the lir:e 

(62) ;c-£., p. 10; (6J) A-4, P• 4J; (64) J.-2, n. lJ 
( 65) 1,-.;, p. lJ 
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&ctiL~ es coverir1g I'urces. 

on ~he speeu of ~heir ~echcni~ed units to ~cnieve surprise 

battle, von Kleist's Jroup had cro~sed LuxoLbour6, ?~-~set the 

about 60 ::Cilome~,e!"l> fro1D ·cheir stErting po :i ti OG~. of the :uorll-

~iioieterc behind the tiine-tcble set ~or it. 

up i:, Luxomt>OlH·t ~md by 1.2 :,,;y ell of the li tc;le country 

&d'iTbllCE- 1'> '" C' ; I C...,_. e.nci , oltC.ousr.~. the 

forces was )Eying diviuencs and e large share of the credit 

for the rupid bdvc.nce :;,u~t go to the di ve-boJibErE for their 

{ 68) 

of l;(. ~·,·:sy, Ger.rrrc1~ troope held the ~.:>en~_ois vulley as fur voer.t 

{66) ;-:C, P• 14; {67) 1c-lJ, P• 2; {68) lc-2, p. 14, ~~-32, P•4 
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overlcoi<:ing th6 :';Jeuse River to t;he <.outh. Fighting v .. ,~;c :otill 

bDing on in Ghe are~ passed through by ~he apearhe~d, but ss 

~"11BfoC. ar:.d. left Lhe :rwpping-up operstio;:r to be uone by the 

&rtLies f"ollo ... ing. 

J.n intere.stiEg concG,':ltion of· the i:~.;;;ense f'or·ces cor:.cen-

tr·;.ted on this .f'ront t:c.n te· ,·otten fro:c " Germsn report thr·t 

r,t <.ic;ri<: on the 12th, one of Lhe Giv.Lions of che r:;otorized 

colwnn v.c..s only then ::,ovlEG out of their initial ,,u·emoly 

eree er.ct of the Rhi1re. ( 69) 

eri'ort v1us being W~Qe in tht vicinity of Eed0n &t the hiLge 

of the I,llied liae:o. Orcie!·s •;:eric iu:uea for three inf·entry 

end one a1~ored divi ion to reinforce the threatened portion 

of the line. In comH,ction v:ith thif reinforcb: .. uet, t,,o 

points ~re l:orthy of Hote: Firc:t is chct "<:hile nothiLg dsfinite 

is ti::ccv,n &bout this rer;ervc, it is <ery probEble tl1ct they 

wer·e to co:.'e froJ: the ehs t in x·ec.r of the :ieginct .Line ecnd 

Ciep~::nd.ed on the rcilroc~ds for their movement. The:::;e rr..:.ilroc~ds 

'More very vulnerc-ble to Ger-:e.n c.ir &t tee:-;. und. the Gei'!".:ons took 

every advEntege of their opportunity. becondly, French 

evidt.::ntly unC.src-t,ti;:J:ated the spet::-d of t.he Ge::cmc.n t:J.t.t&ck becEuse 

t:O.e ori~;im;l order for :::ov:o:·,, cilt cf the~e reinforce"!'ents iTalleO. 

for i,he last £SI'0Up to be in position BiX u&ys &1'ter the Cl'Cer 

wes i~sued. (70) 

(69) ;;-9, p. ll; (70) ~l-10, p. 25, 1-.:., p. 15 
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As eurly in ~-he c&rrlp&i!';n tts the n10rrlir:g o~· 13 Kay 

events Viere te.king pla.ce •along the front ·;,hich were later 

to \)rove to heve beu: the oee,innir.g of the end for Fr-•·nce • 

.illrc<cdy, at this early ot<:ge of t;he v;c.r, t;he Dutch army began 

to di sintegrc:.te in the north and the Dutch along 11i th the 

~3eHnth Frer>ch Arn:y were retre<.ting co·,,ard Breda. Note.--

;:;utch forces capi tulc.ted 14 ;,"-Y 1940 and their Cor:cnc:nd.er-in-

Chief issued an order that fi;hting ~as to oe<.se. (71) 

Further to -~he soutt" the :.:ituoti.on v.erc no tetter End, c.l tt.ough 

prec•:•ure c.c,c.iniet -che British and Belgians remeined light, the 

main Ger"!l&n foc:-oes :noveci up into conk ct -,,i th the icllied 

defensive line aLL -che wc.y from .'.ntwerp to 1\armr. (72) 

South of 1;wnur things v•ere even mor·e cri ticsl and here 

the Fourth llermo.n ic,l".r.y under von ~{luge estbblished bri<lgcheads 

r;cro,·.s the 1Lcuse Eiver at Dinent end just to the north. Premier 

'.;. Reynaud, in u stu t6J;o;ent concerning this action, blamed com-

munder~' in this e:rea for not blov,ing the bridi;es acrouo the 

:"euse. He s-eated Lha t this rd ctsKe c;llo·wed the Germans to 

entnblish brj dgehealis. (73) It is C!oubtful whether these 

Llistc.kes had E.ny E1ppreciable effect on the fim:l outc.ome. 

French officers \,ho sm; the eotior, steted tlw.t the Gerl!'.en 

forces ~ere concentreteu in a sector about 5 miles wide. As 

a pre,osration, 300 to 400 plc.nes in 3 or 4 v.eves &ct&cKct the 

sector; ther. hundreds of ttn"-cs & t tacKed followed by otor-

oyclL::ts with sub-msohine gun<· c;nd infe::,try in cro"s-country 

carriers. Motorized divisions follo~ed these. (74) This 

brec.kthrough cs:r-,e in the :French ;iir: th i-.rmy ere b. <,nd <iS " result 

(71) J..-4, P• 47; (72) 1~-';c, P. 15; (73) A-4, P• 49 
(74) J.-312, p. 4 
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General Corc.:p was relieved of his co;r.n-anO. on 15 l.c.ay. How

ever, in light of E;Ubsec1uent develo;,:ucents, it would seem bb 

though General Corap 11ere no more to blome them other com

mundsrs. In fact this breakthrough V.fH: not even the main 

e.tthck. ,,ccording to the Ger~an plans, the main penetretion 

would be made again:ot the French Second Army which was occupy

ing its peB cetime positions around Sedc:n. _u, a matter of fc.ct, 

v,·hen the actual penEtrsti on voas lt&de, it hit at the junction 

of the ~inth and Second and hit on~y the left (north) side 

of the f:;econd and the right (south) side of the Ninth. ( 75) 

It >;as ogdnst this sector that the pov.erful von Rundstedt 

Group was concentrated. J,s has been mentioned, von Rundstedt's 

advance troops under von Kleist had reachea. and occupied the 

creE-t of the ::oemois-JV'Euse Ridge late on the 12th. On the :'Darn

ing of 1) ~!.ay, these force:: n:;oved up to the Meuse E•nd &.fter 

extensive aerial bombardment lasting for four hours, crossings 

wer& atte'!'cpted in sever&l places beginnir:.g at 1600 hours. Not 

all o.f these crossings vrere successful, but severc.l bridgeheaas 

were establi. shed around the vicinity of Sednn end extenced 

durir:g the night. 

Two features o.f these crocsings. stc,nd out: von X:leist 

forced the cror<sings with his arn.ored di "\1 i ci ons and their 

arr;ored infantry. Had he wuited for regular infantry units to 

con:e up and establish bridgeheads for his ar;ror, he WDUld have 

lost the advantage o.f surprise he had over c;he French. It wos 

an unorthodox tactical use of aiTior, but it succeeded by its 

vsry boli:.ne<•S. (76) Arn.ored vehicles .,erE used in a direct 

(75) A-9, p. 17; (76) A-9, p. l) 
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fire role to support the crossing. This we.s the first time 

they were so used in modern wc.r. ( 77) 

AS a result of cro:osings by von Rundstedt's forces on the 

south and von Kluge to the north, by che night of 13 May German 

forces had crossed the Meuse and achieved a partial brenk

through from Dinant to Sedan. The situation was becoming 

critic&l for the Allies. 

The French High Command was also realLcing by this time 

thnt the situation was acute. Accordingly-, they decideci to 

coumi t their reserves and atte1:1pt to reunite the broken front. 

General Touchon was pLt ced in command of these troops, but it 

was apparent at once that the Germans were moving too fast 

for the French to intercept therr, and that a better course 

would be to remain on the south flank of the German advance and 

prepsre to attack. (78) This was precisely in line with what 

che Germans had anticipa_ted and provicied one of the main 

missions for the four &r'T.ies following_ von Kleist's group; 

to guerd against attacks from the flank. 

During ilaylight of 14 i1l8.y von Kleist's left (south) wing 

under General Guderian pushed its bridgehead as far as Flize 

and seized two bridgeheads on the Ardennes Canal; however, 

their attempts to exp<md south in the \iirection of .Stonne 

were stopped by stubborn French resistance. 

While the south -,,ing was moving west, von Kleist's right 

(north) wing WEtS by no means idle. Although General Reinhardt 

was unable, during the early p&rt o:r the dny, to expo;.nd his 

(77) A-36, p. ~l; (78) A-10, p. 26 
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bridgehead against the French resistance at ><.onthern:e, he 

finally committed e,ll his available tanks cilld broke through 

to Liart 30 kilometers away. (79) 

While these events v.e:::'e tnmspiring along the eouthern 

portion of the line, the situation to the north against the 

i.llied line remained unch<mged during 14 lV.ay although con-
• 

siderable presbure o.eveloped on the First French Army in the 

vicinity of Namur. 

Late on thB 15th the French First Arrr1y and the BEF begc.n 

a retreat back to the line of -che Charleroi Canal. They were 

hampered considerably by parachute troops who had been dropped 

behind their lines as well as by the strong fror;tc;,l pres:c:ure 

r:mintained by the mB.in Gerr:mn troops. However, in spite of 

these cdfficul ties' they .• ere able to .. i thdraw without too 

much confusion. Prior to this retreat and ec.rlier on the 15th, 

the French were badly defeated in a tank b&ttle near Hannut 

in :'ront of the French First Arit!Y and the front h&d been 

broken in many places following this defeat. (SO) 

To add to the seriousness of the Allied situation, the 

i'Jinth lirr..1y was in full retreat back to the Sa."llbre and the 

Dutch he_d capi tuloted thus freeing the Germon 18th i•r·my to 

join in the c.ction in France and Belgium. (81) 

The German breakthrough v.as ne<:trly complete by this time 

but the :French High Command made one n:ore futile attern.pt to 

relii".i te the f'ront. They wi thdrel> nearly the entire 3evt.nth 

Arrr;y from north of Antwer·p a.nd orQered them south to reinforce 

(79) A-2, p. 16; (80) A-Z, p. 17; (bl) A-4, p. 47 
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the line on the right of the First Army. (82) Also an 

&rmored counteratt&CK i'orce consisting of the lst ccnC! .<:d 

Lrrwred Division<' reassemble a. on the left of the ;~inth Army; 

however, this atterrcpt wc.s doomed to failure because of the 

disorganization of these divisions. In the meantime General 

Touchon's forces were h&ving gretJ.t difficulty assembling 

because of the uninterrupted bombings of rail lines by the 

German air force. ( 83) '!'he i~u;:;i juggernaut continued TWVing, 

led by von Kleist's armor and by evening 16 .lilay ;,ere as far 

west us the line Vervins--Rethel--Stonne. (84) 

On the 16th an er"'l1ored force knol'.'n as the de Gaulle 

Groupment, composed of GHc, t&nk batt&lions, was added to the 

Touchon group and on 17 !,lay this group was e:i ven an attack 

mission. They were to attack and seL·e as cheil· objective 

the important road junctions from Hin1on to Chateau-Porcien. 

This group attacked as planned but because of lac.:.;: of equip-

ment and supplies, they mad.e lit~le more than a demonstration 

on an unoccupied sector of the German south flank. 

Events ,,v·ere moving swiftly to a climax and it seems c<S 

though 17 M&y was the O.&te thet the front between the Aisne 

and Sambre Rivers corrpletely coll&psed &nd allowed th<:o German 

spearhead to take off in its rapid drive to the sea. (85) 

There was no longer any d.oub,t in the minds of the French 

High Co£1~'I!and as to whether the Germans would drive to the sea 

or swing south toward Paris and the rear of the .Maginot Line. 

On the night 16-17 May a ci.ocu.'nent w&s cc,ptured by the French 

v.llic:ll showed that von Kleist's route of advance v.as to be 

(82) A-10, P• .<.7; (83) n-10, p. 28; (84) ih:., p. 17 
( S5) A-13, p. 3 
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str<,ight west to the sea. (86) This infol'll'Etion ·,va<> of little 

use to the French becaus.e the terrific force of the Ger:m::n uri ve 

ke:pt the ;;.llies off balence on nearly every front CJ.lld the Gerif_an 

Bir force con tir.ued pounding reer e.reas. ( 87) 

It would be well to mention at this point the import8nt 

part refugees pluyed in acit.ing to the ;enerEl confusion. These 

people streamed C:own into Fr ... nce and :DeigiUlli from the bcttle 

areas to che north c.nd e&st. 'rhey ct:rr.e by the tens of thou,,ancis 

ana clog.,;ed roculs to an extent uniw&gin&ble in their pitiful 

&tte:~pts to find safety for themselves, their fa1"•.ilies, and 

their possessions from the horrors of Wo.r. That the Gern;ans 

realized the military value of having these people clog the 

roads is evidenced by ;;he f'ect thLt Fifth Columnists accomp&nied 

these lines of refugees to ll:eep them stirred up &nd Germ&n 

planes bombed and strhff'ed to further &dci co the general 

confusion. All of this ciid nothir:g to aici the nlreclCty dis-

or,;anh:ed Allied cor.munication lines. ( Sb) 

The Belgians, the Bri ci~;h, c.nd the French First .hrmy 

continued to t'&ll back and by evening of the 17th they ,,ere 

bo.ck to the line Ghent--i,th--illons--lf,aubeuge. All efforts 

to rebuild a 1'ront south of ;:Juubeuge failed and the Hiiit,h J,nny, 

now commanded by General Giraud, could do nothing to stop the 

von Kleist spearhead in its 1c.arch to the fHJ&. On the 18th 

this armored juggernaut occu;>ied St. <euentin and urove on to 

Peronne. By 19 lf&y one v,ing of this e;roup hrcd rercched lJoullens 

due north of JJ:dens; and by the 2let IL'lliens hud fallen 10nd 

(86) A-10, p. 40; (87) A-2, p. 18; (86) A-15, p. 19, 
A-2, P• 18, j,-7, p. 100-103 
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ad.vanced elements had reached Abbeville. (89) The drive 

t0 the .S•oa \,,_,::; ,,e,irly complete and the Allied foi·ces i,ere 

split. 

To add to the precariousnest> of the French situation, 

the passing German armor had seizc;d bridgeheE>cis across the 

SomLle at Peronne and Jillliens to be useci in the second phase 

of the campaign v1hen the drive south would take place. 

The extreme speed of -che German advance seems to have 

stunned the French iiigh Command and while various plans '•>ere 

for:nulated to ease the situation, no concentruted effort seems 

to h<=<ve been made in any one place. This may hecve been due to 

pieceneal co:;!!nitr~ent of' forces during the confusion or el:oe 

due to th·s disrupted lines of co=unioc;tions. More than 

lix:eJ.y a combination of these reasons was responsible plus the 

fact that the German advance opened up so many critical points 

it was im-;Jot>sible for the French -co mass enough troops ot any 

one plF<ce to gain an &dvc.ntoge. 

The ;,·ixth ;,rmy was formed in the vicinity of Reims and a 

new Seventh ;,rmy v>as forc"ing farther v•est. (90) These 

org•mLoations Yrere made up mostly of reserve troops and possibly 

some te.ken from the 2d Group of' Armies to the south. This 

Sixth Army was to att01ck, olong with the de Gaulle ar:rored 

groupment, north from the vicinity of La on in an at te.~pt to 

slow down the enemy advance. This attH.ck was launched on 19 

May but was uncoorci.inated and moved only 10 kilome-cers before 

it wtts forced to f\c.ll b&ck by. heavy bombe.rd<nent. 

On the 19th lhe French Government relieved General G&~elin 

&nG. apJ?ointed Gener,ll deygand as Supre:ue Commander. ( 91) 

(89) A-12, P• 4; A-:C, p. 19; (90) A-10, p. 29; 
(91) A-2, P• 19, A-4, P• 53 
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If ever a cmumaader was faced with a difficult situation, it 

was iieygand. Two things were evic ent fro:v the start: First, 

the Armies in Flanders were cut off frmli che rest of France 

ancl in danger of encirclement. Secondly, the new front along 

the So:ume and Ai sue Rivers must be held to _prevent a German 

drive south. 

For General ••eygand there wa.s no aecision to make as 

regards his ar~•1ies north of the .So=e. The only course of 

action thay had was to atte:npt to extricate themselves from 

the rapidly clo;;ing encirclement and rejoin the forces south 

of the So;mne. It was merely a question as to how best atte.::rpt 

this. 

A counter-offensive was planned to <Iri ve south from 

Arras. This was planned as a joint British-French operation, 

out because of the terrific pressure on all sides, it was 

known to be an extre·r:ely difficult operation. At this time 

the A.J.1ied lines were located as follows: The Belgians were on 

a line through Ghent along the Escaut River to Audenarde; 

the Bric;ish lines extended from Audenarde to Maulde; the French 

First Arrr.y W&S along a line from the vicinity of Valenciennes 

to :.raubeue;e; and inter:ningled units of Ghe First and Ninth 

AI-·des were scattered west to Arras. The attack was finally 

launched on 21 '"&Y, out, because of the necessity for reinforcing 

the liHe from Arras to the east, only one British infantry 

regiment and a t&.nk brigade plus supporting artiLLery finally 

made t.he ass&ult. Although the attack was gallantly executed, 

it was doomed to failure from the start. --.~ain it was a case 

of "too little--too late". (92) 

(92) A-2, p. 20 
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As regards i1is arr,1ies south of ~he Sollllne and Aisne, 

General \\eygand had two choices: he could either mass all 

avs.ilable forces and drive north in an attempt to out the 

German corridor and extricate the Fl.anders Ar~,ies; or he 

co11ld use all available forces to reinforce the Somme-Aisne 

line a.'ld leave the Norshcorn Arn:ties to save themselves as best 

they could. He did not have enough forces left to do both v.i th 

any r,gasonable hope of success. 

On 21 May, General Weygand visited the French HeaJ:_u<,r-cers 

north of -che Somme. His plan was for a simultaneous attack by 

the British-French Forces south from Duvai and Ypres and a 

French drive north from the Sowme. These attacks were doomed 

to failure beeause the newly formed Third Group of Armies 

operating along the Somme and Aisne Rivers was not even able 

to reduce the German bridgeheads between Peronne arid Abbeville, 

nor were they able to capture any passages across the Somme 

for the projected attack north to Al~ert and Bapaume. On 23-

24 May, French forces attacked in the Cambrai--Bapaume area 

and reduced the corridor to 12 miles but could not close it. 

( 93) 

As was mentioned before, German forces reached Abbeville 

21 ;,!ay (94) and completed the entrapment of the Allied ar.rrdes 

against the sea. The remaining days of the Battle of Flanders 

will be dealt with very ligntly here as they nave very little 

bearing on the big picture of the Invasion of France. For 

(93) A-4, P• 57; (94) A-12, P• 4 
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practhal purposeG, the aiTJ.ies entrapped in this area vvere no 

longer in r, position to influence the final outcome and were 

now fightiug only to save themselves. 

The Germans attempted to drive north along the sea to com

pletely encircle the Allied Aru,ies and cut off their esc!lpe 

routes on the sea. That this encirclement did not succeed 

is due illainly to the bravery of 3000 British and 1000 French 

defen<iers who held Calais until 27 iMiay. Of these 4,000 only 

about 30 escaped but they had held long enough to allow the 

retreating British and French forces to reach the sea. (95} 

At 0400 hours 28 May, the Belgians surrendered. There 

has been much critic ism of the Belgiw.-:~s for this; but their 

situ& tion was hopel•ess, and conditions being wha.t they were, 

it is extremely doubtful whether this surrender made any 

appreciable difference in the ul thnate results. 

The British and French continued their retreat and on 29 

lilay the evacuation at Dun!drk was com::nenced. It is enough to 

say of this operation that it was one of courage and coopera

tion and that approximately 340,000 troops were finally 

evacuated to England. (96) 

It has been estimated that France lost 24 infantry 

divi~ions, l e=ored division, 2 cavalry divisions, and 3 

light mechanized divisions in Flanders. These were either 

killed or captured. (97) 

The Battle of Flanders v.&s over and nov. the Germ&ns had 

added Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg, and that portion of France 

(95) A-4, p. 61; (96) A-8, p. 234; (97) A-8, p. 234 
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north of the Somme-Aisne Rivers to their growing string of 

occupied countries. 

BATTLE OF FRANCE--THE G:ERi.iiu'l DRIVE SOUTH 
FROM 'i.'HE SO!V1vlE-AI8NE 

On 4 June 1940 che outlook for the French Army was any 

thing but "rosy". According to a l!'rE<nch report, there remained 

to Generc_l weygand, after the debacle in Flanders, only a 

fraction of the troops he needed to defend France. There 

were only 43 Inf<;ntry divisions, 3 iir ored and 3 Cav&lry 

divisions to hold the entire Somrne-.h.isne line from Longuyon 

to the sea. ( 2ee J,Iap F) To Ghe eest of Longuyon, the .Jtiaginot 

Line was held by 17 divisions of series B troops. ( 98) 

~o evaluation has been maae of the combat efficiency of those 

troops remaining to c',eygand, but it is saf'e to assur.:e :;hat 

Frc.nce CO';illlit ted her best troops in the efi'ort to prevent the 

initial breakthrough at Sedan. If this is true, the remaining 

forces must have been consider~bly inferior to those used in 

Flanders; because we must remember that -;_uite a lecrge percentage 

of France's original arnw was composed of Series B Reserves 

whose age was betvveen 40 and 48 years. ( 99) The AFored 

divisions were certainly not in first class condition as they 

~ad lost consider&ble ~eterial in action during ;he break-

through. 

It was obvious to General .•eygand from the first thcot he 

diu not have sufficient troops to pro~erly occupy the SO'lJme-

icisne line in strength enough to uefend it. ( 100) In adni tion 

(9$) J..-2, p. 23; (99) A-5, p. 6; (100) A-10, p. 32 
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&1 ;. French we.r QrcpurGtious had oeeu mau.e for a defencci ve war 

behind the strong fortifi·.:t<ti.or.s of the 1"ac:;inot .Line c-nd 1 i tc.le 

thoLtght he.Q been c;iven ".;o the prcp;;rhtion of other defenses 

This fo.ct >.ilone probably )lc_d cons::.deraole - . 

influence o:t Ghe final outcome. 

Ano·~~ing the v.ifticulties hi~~ 2.r:uies faced, General -,/;aygand 

:ilade pluns '•vhich v~-ould onuble hir:1 to us-E:: nis 1neager forces to 

bhe b,:,st possible &dv:~ntage. Kno.ving the So::Pe-Aisne line 

would be thinly held, he ~repcred ·ho-t consti tTted in effect 

Cl second line. This was co::rpose6. of com1ter6.ttaek forces in 

the Stictors of the :''rout line th' t seen~ed liicely to be bro,.;:bl1. 

These count.eratt8c};: forces >.;ere cor::Qosed of hastily orga:1izeu 

infantry Q.i visions and the re:nndnts of the ar:::ored torces. 

(101) 

Altnough ~his front had seen litcle activity st~er the 

ba ctle of Flanders, the German air force had continued poU!1Cling 

rear areas and lines of CO:'!tnunication. This gre&.tly hampered 

the movements of the French Forceto. Some U.'lits ._,,ere frocn four 

to five days l&te moving into position. (10~) 

For fi discuc:sion of the dispof,ition of' French Forces, let 

us refer to ~.:c.p F. On the extre::1e l.eft i'lanJc one Eri t i:oh 

infcc:1t:ry and part of a Bri:ish ar·wred Qivi:.:ion held the l.L1e. 

Th8se were a pc.rt of the French Tenth i>r·y, but :he conpodtion 

of the remainder of the Te:1th is not kn<l'~n. To che e&st from 

Peronne to Couey was the French f;evet1th iU'L1Y ·,,i th c:bout 7 

infc.ntry d.i'Ii::,~ons. The exact str,mgth of the Sixth Ar"Y is 

(101) .~-10, p. J:C-33; (10~) A-2, p. ;;J 
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::~ot t.:lLJ'c.n but chey occu;,Jied Ghe t:cctioli of the :i.ine Glong ohe 

;.ilette Qanal •,nd the Lisne hi..ver .::rom Couey to iH;ufch&tel. 

These three ar·.ies cons ti tuteJ. the Th:'.ru Grouf) of "'"r;·,Jies. 

(103) The Fourth Group of i,r,ies cor~posed of the Fo'-lrth on 

the l<;;ft c.nd the : econa on ~llc ri.'-',ht oce;u)ied th.ot p~·rtior" 

of Ghe 1-.isne line fro~r.. .•,eufc.:hotei. w the junction •;i~h the 

Moc;inot :Line at c.onguyon. As star,ed before, che Second Group 

of 1\r, ;ies co,. posed of 17 f::Jrtress L.lld serie<J B G.ivi dons h6ld 

the ~&ginot Line. These then ~ere the thinly spread forces 

v;hen it 10tarced rolling south on 5 June 1940. 

As f.i.~_:._s been (:iscussed ec.trlier in this _;:nono~:rr:._ph, L-he 

Ger~n?ill or ~ani za ~i or1 h&S vtry fl.exi tJle c.nd it. \.-o£::.c. custo~::,sry to 

at·':,r_ich Uli-i ts to a he&U.(J._u: .. rters t:..nd thuc r~_;_ake u_p tt lc.r~er 

or,;s.nL:atio,: to f'i t a ;:Jr.:rticular "-i tuc.tior>. Bec~u::.:e of -ci:ds 

shLftL1g around of force:;, it is extre:o:ely u.if:c'icult to &s

c~rtsin exactly which units comJrised ~he rorces slong the 

~:;or;L:ne- .. t~isne J:Jine. Some Ar.-.~ies ',,lllch Tw·,·e:re tn{~iigeQ L.round 

:::::u;J.kirl~ 0::1 4 u une ;,ere found at tacking 5 June along the 2mrc~e. 

It iR belieV"ed c.hct in ~his <.;bSe Army HeaU.-;,utcrters were rrcovE:d 

and ur.i·~s alrE"'dy pr~sGnt t:<long the so:rrrrce were ,,ttached ".;o then: 

to refor:il ar•,ifls. {104} However, in spite of these changes, 

the approximate Jisposi tion of German Forces are sho·;.n on E&p 

F. Army Group C still faced the TZ& 10;irwt Line. :From Longuyon 

to Bourg was Ar;YJy Group A co::,posed of the 16th, l<'th, and 2d 

Ar·r;ies in t.hat order from left to ri~j.t. From Eourg :;o the 

(103} A-10, p. J4; {104) A-5, P• 46 
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SE:a in order were che 9th, 6th, l8th and 4th Ar,Lies comprising 

Jirc:.y Group B. 

The .Qla;-, for at cack reJC~.ained much c.s it lwd been 

[-)rior to thE: or·iginal invasion. (See :::up J) The:oe orizirml 

-,tuns wex·e to be ·"f"rried oc~t eosrrrenci:1g 5 June. 

It WEJS planned tht .. t on 5 June the :oecorwury c>ttack: would 

be launched by ArT;y Group B with :;he mission of sweeping south 

Cllong the ·cocst Ylest of Paris. The main utt.~:..c-;r '~YbS :::ct.~.eduled 

to :c cc.rt 9 June, four Quys later, and ·,vould conEi st of & drive 

sou.tn oa the east of ?c.ris by Ar~y Group J:. The mh:sion of the 

uw.in 1cttc;ck WD.s to split the French hr•.ies <.nd titt>;ck the 

~[uginot ~L1e from the reur. Included in the plan ·:,ere holding 

attcGics on the ~~rant of the X&ginot c-ine by Arc:.y Group C. 

{105) 

For e8Se of under~te:;.nding -~···e ·-,ill consider these t 1i/O G.t-

tac~cs sep:-"rat._:1.y &nd then LJ.iscuss the e<ctions o:f both forces 

in ~he closing dbys of the war. 

On 5 June 1cr::w Group B unaer Generc>l von Pock attacked 

heo.tis stt:.rtil~g ~._o v·iri.g .south. In h1 :~ bool\: "/,n Atl.:_'is History 

of -c,he Seco~J.d Grec~t v,:·ar'r, Joi1n F. b.orrsLin eLti.~cetes thc:t 

4000 t<Hlis:s were used in this drive. {106) This is obviously 

a gross exaggerc.tion but it is known that a goodly portion of 

the entire Gcorr.an armored str<Sngth wns co=itted in this 

att&ck. It must be recalled at this tirr,e thc.t the Germans 

&lready held seven•l bridgehec.ds across the Sor:ane which >~ere 

{105) A<;, p. 25; {106) A-4, p. 69 
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est,~blished during che initial drive to the sea. 

One of' the spearheads "loved out t,hrough the bridgehecd 

near "-ues:1y snd early on the morning of' 6 June reully stiirted 

to roll. By ;nidrd.ght of' the 7th, this rauidly rol.l.ing force 

haG. re&ched Rauen ( 3eo r!lc:.p G) and early the next ~~oraing 

• :1toved out and swung to the Jorthw6st. Late the sc..;::e 0.ay they 

reached Venlettes on the coast. Within this circle the entire 

left <d:ie of' the French Tenth Army w&s tr&pped :md after a few 

dcys of rtapiJing 1.i.p, the Allied troops were forced to surr·ender. 

This occurred 13 June at ct. Valery en Caux. (107) 

The other spearhead of' Arny Group B' s at t""ck structi: the 

left of the Seventh Army near Peronne. The first day, 5 June, 

this &ttack maiie li·ttle progress but uuring the night of' 7-8 

June the French Sevanth w&s forced to ;vithdr·aw to a line 

upproxb:a.tely lwntdidier--aoyon. This left a s&lient in 

the Frsnch lines from Ham to Ch&u:ly and it w&s necessary to 

withdr&w these f'oroes to st::?aighton the line. On 9 June the 

Gernmnrc conuinued -cheir att;acn:: s.nd a seriouE break in the left 

of the Fronch Sev'"ath :forcing the:~ to v.i ~hdr:;,v, behind the 

OLoe River. (108) Even in retreat the French forces ex-

pericnced terrific dif ti cul tj_es d.ue to German presf,ure. German 

air povmr bombed bridges and Ger?lJ<,n tank forces outraced the 

French and seized briiiges before the Fr,~nch could use the:~, • 

.'i..l.tbough they were forced to leave & lurge number of men and 

a great amocmt of' materiel across the river, dark found the 

Seventh across the Oise on a line from Creil to Compiegne. 

( 107) ' c 
A-..)' p. 47; (108) A-2, p. 25 
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The situ0tion for tha Franch w&s slready dec>per&te and the 

uain attack had not even sterted. 

The beginni:1g of the end of orc;anized French r5,:LotEmce 

started on the :norning of 9 June when General von Rundstedt 

started his Army Group A forward in the u;eia attack against 

the 2m:_,_t;-,iisne Line. The main force of the attlick carne in 

the Fourth French Army sector. 

It was apparent from the start th2t French defense in 

this portion of the line depended on their holding che Ger;nans 

from crossing the Aisne. Once across the Aisne, the Germans 

would reach the Plains of Champasne which were ideally suited 

to the GerT..&n style of a=ored attack. The next position which 

OI'rered good anti-tank obstacles to stop the Ger:r~ans W<iS the 

Aisne-lflarne Canal running through Reims southwest to Conde-Sur-

illc..rne. 

When the attack ca:ne, General Rec;_uin's Fourth Ariliy was 

able to offer some of' the most stubborn resicto.rrce the Germans 

had encountered since the original invasion. However, it was 

not long before the overwhelming weight of numbers began to 

turn the tide in Germeny' s favor. The Fourth Army WL.S corJposed 

of 6 irlfan try di vi ~,ions plus corps and artily troops. The Germans 

in turn had 6 infantry divi.dons plus 4 armored G.ivifions of 

400 t<m~-cs each t<nd later two more armored divisions were added. 

(109) General Rec,_uin had three divisions in the front lines 

plus one (82d) in reserve on the high ground er.st of' Reims and 

another ( 235th T.ight) protecting the Army's left f'lank in case 

(109) A-43, p. 4 
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of an attempted envelop;aent in that uirectio!1. .All oriciges 

betweei1 the Aisne and the i;!arne vvere prepared for demolitions 

and ,mother c.ivision (5Jd) ·,nls in position along the Marne 

River fron; Concie-Sur-liiarne to Vi try-Le-Frc.ncois. Also avail

able for his use was an arn:ored group consio;ting of the 3d 

Ar.·:"ored aivision, 7th Li,;;ht i.lf;cohanized LlivLJion and one tank 

battalion. These units had been assembled by the Army Group 

Co;l~'llander and •.cere located south of Vouziers. These fQrces 

•·•ere sadly equipped and had only ccbout 150 tanks. In adti tion 

a reserve division ( 3li Motoriz;od) vihich was supposed to su,Pport 

thiz ar,1,ored group had no vehicles and could move only on ' 

foot. 

The attack was launched at daybreak 9 June and followed 

a terrific artil.Lery preparation. Although heavy mist 'Iiade 

artillery observation very O.ifi'icult, the numerous German 

att'icks across the Aisne were driven back except for one plc;ce, 

Chateau-Porcien. Here Lhe Ger;nans were able to establish a 

bridgehead and by late afternoon, it v·ras 5 kilollleters deep. 

To add to the Fourth Ar~:y•s difficulties, the right ilan:.r of 

the 3ixth Army was forced back as fttr as the E:;uippe River end 

the Fourth's left flan~ was exposed. {llO) 

To General Requin the ''ituation still was not entirely 

hopeless &nd after he received word thect tha Ar;wred Group wus 

being sent to reinforce him, he made plan8 to C:OUJlterattack the 

next morning (10 June) to reduce the bridgehead. 

The sad lack of French air power at this stage is very 

(110) A-J, p. 49-50 
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apparent. iLL SO apparent is the importance of air su.;_>eriori ty 

in any military operation. General Re~uin said in a report 

th'l t if he could have had only l5 mi:lUtes of cir superiority, 

he could have destroyed the bridges across the Ai.sne over ·•.hich 

tunks could cross. Once the bridges were destroyed, the de

struction of Germ&n forces already across would have been 

ra-.;her simple. No air :poNer was avc:ilable. 

Meanwhile, aiffi0ult as the French :position was, the 

German attack was clso in a critical state. On1y one bridge 

(instead of many as planned) was available r'or Lhe crossing of 

the armored forces, and even this bridgehead was thL'lly held 

as only one divit:ion had cro,,sed up to this point. Two :pl<cns 

··•ere open to the Gei"llans; one wa.s the very d&nc;erous plan of 

con·cerging their entire aTI':ored l'orce to cross the one brid;;;e

head and uttack in the morni.::1g. The other pl:_m wc.s to attc:ok 

ac;s.in i:l the ;n.orning ·,·,i th infantry and atteccpt to secure other 

crossings. The first and more dani';eroue pl•',n wc.s adopted and 

t<,nks COlililenced crossing under cover of darkness. ( ll.l) 

During 'the night the bridgehead was extended and the Frsnch 

defense were penetrated forcing the French to .ii thdraw to the 

Retourne River. Finally late on the afternoon of 10 June;, the 

Ger'r,an forces ,Jere te;,_;poraril.y hal ted "outh of the Retourne. 

This delay was ace;mr,plished ~hrough the stubborn resistance 

offered by the Fourth Army and ~he added stren.gth of the arn;ored 

group Vihl.ch had come under General Rec;_uin • s oontTol. Hov,e 11er, 

the ar)"iored. attack came too lo.te and lacked suff'icient str-ength 

(lll) A-14, p. 13 
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to be decisive. 

Vihile chis c;ction -~ms 60ing on, the right o:f the Sixth 

Army was in full retreat toward the ~Lsr·;-:te, and the complete 

,.,i thdraw;,l of the Fourth becc,rr.e necessary. ( 112) It we;s 

hoped that the !iJ.c,rne could be held because French forces -,,ere 

holding all bridges tend passages across the river. (113) 

The time schedule pl<'>nned by General Req_uin called for 

brec-king of' contc-ct c-t night and fighting by day until the 

J<!Ecrne >vould be reached on 13 June. Const•,nt German pree>:ure 

f:laCle til.~2 a very Cli:fficult tc,sk to c&rry out. During all 

these o~er<otione, Gerf:lan J.viation "'ever ceased to c.Up_i)ort the 

arrored and neoha:lize6. col wens. French pursuit aviation 

never once opposed these activities. ( 114) Refugees becar .. le 

a r:w jor problem agclin and General Rec,uin had thi '" to say con-

earning the proble11: <UOte "The highways became useless for ell 

~ilitsry re~uirements even to effect li&ison. The dissociation 

o:f retreatiug un::.ts enQed in a nov, descript rout; there \\c.E 

notn:..:1g on the h:..ghN·ays ey_cept inter ingled ci v1.li<:illS and 

,,,ill t<;ry f'ut:i ti ves." Unc.uote. ( l:i.5) 

At 1000 on 12 June a he&vy ur:·.cred attack (prob<obly 4 

divisions) swspt ao·,m und by noon had reached Chalons. The 

Fourth Ju:c.y "was practicully cut of':f snd, becsuse o:f the German 

a,iVT;YJ.ces on -the left, \'IUS not able to offer any substantial 

resist~nce. This dey m8rked the end of org&ni,.ed French re-

sistence. Some units ,,ere c.:o cut up by Gernan armor thst 

they ·1,ere actually :forced to ficht through German units to 

(ll~) A-~, P• ~8; (113) A-15, p. 17; (114) A-15, p. 17, 
A-43, p. 2; (115) A-15, p. 19 
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retre:at to their ciefensi ve pori tions. ( 116) 

FroK 12 .Tune to the end of the war it ie extre.x.ely 

difficult to follow the operations. French Forces '"ere eo 

terribly out up and scattered that it is iu2ossible to trace 

&ny parti0ular unit. The Ger:n<cm drive cont::.nued gener<:lly as 

plc:nned v:i th '-'ide thrusts to destroy exiEting Fr<snch Fol'ces. 

The Tenth Ar:ay, having lost its left wing, retreated 

southwest tO\.-ard Rennes; and the Seventh retreating east of 

Paris had both f'la::tks open as a result of the retreat of the 

Te.:J.th ana. Sixth. ( 117 l 

The Fr<mch High Cmrr,;,and had two courses open to it and 

either one c;.-ould only delay the end: 

1. Re,1c.dn united as far as possi u::..e and pivot in retreo:.t 

on Longuyon, the left I' lank of the li.aginot Line. 

;<;. Abandon the ll:aginot Line and endecc.vor to retreat vd th 

these entire ::"orces, covering the heart of the country as far 

as possible. (118) 

The later plc.n v.as e.dopted but even this wc.s doomed bectcuE:e 

t;\'O penetrutions of the ,,·:aginot Line, one in che saar area 14 

;rune and one in 'the Col:nar sector 15 June, split the Second 

Group of Ar.,c:ies a.nd c.i E'orc,G~nLsed the Fr0nch even further. A~ so 

the ar:;oored force ,,hlch hHl originally penetrated the Fourth 

Ji.rmy in the Chwnpagne area continued its lightaing thrust south 

end ref.C (;hed Bel fort on 17 .rune thus surrouudiag tho ;,:,_ginot ~ine 

troops. 

(ll6) A-4J, p. 4; (117} Jc_-.:., p. :29; {118) L-10, p. J6 
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'l'roopE were r:JO\'ed out of' Pc.ri& 14 June, eond to prevent 

its C.estruction, Pcric "vVLS declere6. an o~)en city. Gernc::n 

f'orce& occu;ied it early on 15 .Tune 19;..0. 

Only three c;rouus of FrdJch ForceE. rel'dned <;n'y se::,tlulCe 
~ 4 ' 

of orsc..nizbtion (see -~-~=c::.p H) <:...nd even -the:::.e con~:::iEtecl of inter-

m.int;led re::r~a.nts of different e::r:::ies. The Ti:._: rU Grou1j ::;,f 

wns retreuting ·to~:ard Li~og6s. The Fourth Group of A~:ies 

ing to hold ,;_long the 1.llier Fiv·c:r. The ~o:.:ond Group of' Ar:·Jies 

( re:mnc..nts of th6 ',~r;ginot .Line tl'oops) '.',ere coovering :;he north 

had entered the war 10 June. {119) 

tjo :r:entior1 hes been '~c<Hle of Ikly except thct she entered 

the wur 10 June. ( 120} The OHly i te"' worthy of ncte concsr·ning 

Itc ly i<' that hof: dli ties continued c.fter the Fr&nco-GerJw.n 

,,r .. i::•tice on 21 June uati1 25 June •nhe:l en Ar:ni:;ti<:e could be 

Y>&~· not able to force the I sere Hi ver line &.·Jdnst .he Fr2nch 

troops anii the lcr:.;;y of' Lhe ;,lps was che on.Ly French unit to 

finl::::h Lhe -,.,-c._r lntc-;ct. (121) 

On 16 June the ReynnuC1 Goverrusnt rec:i~ned and :·,l&rEh&l 

Con:piegne. The pa~)ers , ere ~igned in the >'L":e r&il\',b.Y coHch 

( L.l.9) Jc-lO, P• ]8; (120} i'--14, p, 73; (1;;.1) ;:-10, .O• )8 
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the J;o~itions of Fr~nce &nd Gen:8ny ~ere reversed fran -~hPt 

they h&d been in 1918. 

hos~iliti0s ce~sed--

G"';;crc.l Rec.uin estiDited the French lo;oscs ecuring c;he 

YVET OS: 

Pri~oners: 1,500,000 - ~,600,000 

Killed: ~00,000 

inter.o<otiCJg c ncl Lc,'Jortr:n t fc,ct;o. From che E tcnliyoint of the 

stud,mt of the science snd srt of Vi&r, this c ign brings 

the Ploirwiples of 'iicr very graphically to :r.ind. In c·pi te of 

·i .. hc..t has been Vil'itten in V~_;rious newspi:::_pers and perio6..i.cc~ls, 

both here end u.broscl, t11ere ,,ss nothing rc.J.i cc,.lly ilEW in the 

Ger:can conduct of the war. True, thcr·e •. ere :ceven.l new 

versions of old ~&chines ueed snd there wss e new use or old 

J..~ ccn·eful 

e;,~_pho. tic i_-,JQ! 

1,·,·o!'ld 'idir I 0_n_Q -ooth st:...v: cetic~n in tht-::.t i~~b.r. It is true thc1t 

~ /....r:..-( . ''' ' ) .~;:, __ -lJ' p. 9; (12)) p. 5, k-37, p. 3 
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but L:r:~Eic,_ll:v the · ir~fllc,_ne E.c u.:.:,eci C.urL::Lg ths c~~-r~ __ ;~:::it·.n Wldc-r 

con:?i Cu::r b t.ion \d:~E- the s:~~r.e Lf~ that plane \':hich first fJt:.\1• at 

Littyhc;v,t;_. 'l'he ::,c.~e is true of che tank. In spite of Tcny 

vron:.cle ccpuble of' cGrrying c:r::Lcr:,cnt end the erE,~~. to oper2cte 

o-.~her in:f' .... uenc6s ·.,}.Lich L.t ~he :·,:Jet. v.-c:::;e or..~.J..y indirE:ct, clthough 

tht:y r:r..:~y c.__,ccount in p~~rt t'or rhe Fre::1ch .il.r!..J.Y' s state of un-

for :s'rrmce' s uef',Jet. The ver-i ter of this :r:ono,:,rc:ph coes not 

be.:.i.eve thc.t cny but mili tc;ry cond.derut.ions ure ecpecic.lly 

pertinent nor ·c:hct vhey he.d any ~:._p_prbcic.ble effect on ·c.he finsl 

outc.o~"'"e. Rc~thHr let ::-his be [::.. :..~T-rictly :c.i.ii.tc;: ry [-tuC.y. 

rrrue, it i:: on.Ly iil rc_L~:ci·vr-ely ;~o6.crn tir:k'C::- ti'J·t :.!L~·:e l)ri~·l.c;j >i-s.s 

h~>\'0 been ciei~ined e:G_~_ctly; but e,.r,an j_n &.:Jci .:~nt tL;,-.e~~, they ·.<·ere 

U_f!_plied. 

~··.-i th -:heE.e ;J~i.OU_,:<ht;:: in ~--\i~-HJ it l.s -~-.·ell c.t thi.:-:- noi.-:.t to 
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(1~4) 

Ev0n ~ithin aivisiorls the ~rinciple of 1·~sss ~;&f; fol.~m~sd 
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<.nd .Jutch eccuipsent \"otis of vurying de,;ree;s of' modernneu.o. 

siGsiou. The :ntire con~uct of the ~sr ~ss pointed to~~rd the 

e;o:; olete ciectr·'.lCti.on of the .hllied :Forces. The ini thl cl.r·i ve 

to the ;:~ea \1:ct: -.:e;::ie;ned to divide X·'rt-:nce: ~end .~r:.t.!·:::e it pos~1ble 

f'or the ·Jt7::-r·::_:,: ... ~~ to polli.J.d uhE --~-ort!J.ern 1-.lJ..ied /lr·:··,ie~- to pieces 

e:.r·;· iec_ il.l tht ..:.:uuth fro.~~ }·:e.vi.:.l.g t·._ny i..tif lue~~ce on the ~inbl 

out:-;o_.:;:e in Elunciers. In the SE.cond. ;_Jh&:::-e of the ~-,.c.r, L.he l>,vO 

GcT";1Ell Uri ves .souti1 &,:.;_I, in LLi vi:icd. ;: . ...c.l ie·ci ?c·r·utf:: ~.:nd. ht:lped 

outt:·-~,.:-;nd.inG. To \;.Uote froc. a rb: ere.:. cE.- publl:: l1e0. by the U ted 

;te:.tes ::ilitury rccocter::,y in 1945, "The Ger·en puruJ.it uhict con

clu6ec the o;,n·&t,ions in ?rutce v,ill long st.:.:Id Ecs one of the 

fore· ost exa2L;_,le.c of a purc·ui t to c.estractj.on. It iE '~p:;;rocched 

lit·tle Lhst is ev~ilt.bl~, it is clef.:r th~t the Fr~nch i'orces 

Bl>ost entirely rcelted o,·/by, c:-.nd thc,t Lhe fin~:l Ett~2:;BS :~,ore 
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Fourth ,u·"-•Y v.ho stc.ted th:•,t in the lc:st t8n cxys of ths ·;.2r, 

::'UR::T~Ic:!'. c:nd , i ClJHI'IY :rrust of neoec: i ty be consj_dsnd 

of the 1.rdennes Forest. The French had given rc.ther li~~ted 

cor.LsiC.erc. tio.:.~. to thiE ere-a belJe\(i!.ig t:,hr:t vhe 1:;.c.turc.1 obc.tc:.cles 

preclu6sd 2 .::c.in c:ctc:cok ·chrougll t,h, t portio;;. of the line. Too 

in ;;he li::;ht of -che :cec .. ns avt.ilt:ble to o.n ar;;;y co:c:rccmder toci.c.y, 

l.n obtotc.cle .aot properly Ci.efc.cded beeor·;es o;~_ly a hinuruuce. 

viillinG to iJCY the price. One thir.g tell obe.er·vFrs to thio 

n;er,. (127) 

ConLnined ~ithin ~he principle of security should olso be 

the eler;",m t of pre_p<::.r& tio.1. :Juring the lull fro:n Lhe •1ee.lc.ro.-

tion of -,,,,r in Seuter·,t·er 1939 until the invel:'ion 10 :·/o.y 1940, 

the French iliaci.e very poor use of their opportunities. This 

IaEtead -che French seeLed content to sit behind the ~~ginot 

.:.'·~- 5' p. )9; (1~6) f-.-43' p. 4; (1<'.7) ~.-37, p. 2 
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~iEe c.nd cio ncthing. The Ger:cans, howev;or, took u.ll posE.ib~e 

advc.~t.&ge or this period o1' \l&iting to perfect trainiug c.nd 

to re-e~uip units neeciing it. 

The GermanE tootc every suvLntage of the Allied mistc.:,es 

&Iid r:o;;tinued to exh'loi t their in~ ti&l success. F'or im:tc.c:ce, 

~·.he.n von Kleist rea ohed. thE, c.:6use •Iii tll hU: urc·•ored units, he 

had t• .. o choice£>. One wes to w&it until the infantry in lhe 

.h.r•.ies behind hLrr, C<O,ught up und could. establish a. bridgehes.d 

a.cror.E., bhe A~euse for his &.rr::or. Anoth€·r choice v~·as to force 

a c;rc,csing vdth the mevns c:vc.ilclble to hi:L. E-t the time. 

von Kleist chose the second course of action. Had he W8ited 

for ir,fcwtry u:d ts to cross the ;,;euse, the French v.ould ht.ve 

had arcplE• time to <liOVe reserves into position and delay the 

cro"dng if not stopping it entirely. Ey a bold deeifion, 

von Kleist WhS C<ble to out-distance any time t&ble the F'rench 

had prepbred ror ~oesible action to plug gaps in ~heir lines. 

COOl).i'.lU.TIO~:i between the uifi'e!'c,nt arms v·,«s superb in .he 

GeiT:E:n AL:y and wa:o of great ir:cportBnce to the finG.l outcon;e. 

Of notice&ule ef'fect w&s ~he use of dive-bor:,bers to supplerr:cnt 

artillery for the rront line troops Bnd in bOSe c&ses to proviae 

the .only artillery LU_;:>port the troops had V·.hen the speed of' the 

aG.vsnce outdistuJCed or2:<>nic artillery. In ctll branches or the 

Gerr:an AL,":y splendid cooreration was evic.ent. ';'hiE h&d been 

ach:eved through continuous training or units in specialized 

oper&tions. 

Com•i.derable u:.v<.ntat;e is obt~::.ineO. by Gne force \1hich is 

on the OFFJ<~uv:r;. This we.s ;::H.Jrticula•·ly true in Fn:nce v;here 
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the front&ge to be defended 't~•Ls very long. The attec,<er hccS 

& v·ide choice of points &.t v>hich he Cbll co;;centrtcte his force 

while the defenaer, on the osher hand, muet hold all points 

of a long lire and rely on reserves reaching a threatened 

point in ti;ne to reinforce thr' t sector. Becuupe of' thec<e 

reLEons, the attc..eKer is e.ble to sei2.oe c~nd Ll3_intDin the 

initiative. In addition, v.hen the &ction is on a bro:c.d front, 

the &ttac_">:er cccn choose the terrcdn over ,chich t.e \.iEhes to 

fight. 'rhi.s is especially true of the .ieter:';ined attacKer who 

is ;,illing to pay the price of bre;;.king the c.cfcncive line c.t 

the point behind which lieE the terrain over ~hich he deEires 

to f'L.)lt. Tll6 G· rrr . .uns 'irer€ -.dlling to pGy the price c:nci. for 

this recsca •,vere able to choose the terrc:in e;en6r<.lly ulong 

the ~·orwne unci. ;, i sne Rivers for their nc:in drive. Tlli E 

t~;rTLtin was beE.t ;,;ui ted for the ty;Je of •. e.rf~cTe w<lged by :;he 

GerT:ae "·· Al<o ·cheir Lir b.cti vi t.y prevented French rei'er·ves 

frorJ hbVing e.r. influence or, the bettle. 

nS 2 •. e.;e:lerc,l rule mora.le is better In &n crc.'~nizc; tion 

on the offensive th2.,1 in one which is fi;.;ht.ing a defend ve y,cr. 

It would not be a true evaluation to s&y th~:c,t :;he high :ocorc.le 

of the German MT,y v\Uo entirely due to the f'e.ct that th&y Viere 

on tho offenE;i ve. There ·~·vGre other con sidere tions aff&cting 

Gen,&n ,,,o:rale which hc.ve no place in this monograph. 'Ehese 

were icieo-<.ogies end poli tica.1 incioctrinations which Vvent r,uch 

fartr"er bac.rc th<m military Hctions. one thi;:g is C5rtc,In, 

hOVieVer, the o:crc.le of the Gerr,,c.n troops v.us high. It has 

been reported by a fairly reliHble source that in .i!elJruury 

1940 there •·•ere only )8 deserters and 102 P,\,QL' s out of an 
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&l'iEY of il82I'.LY 5 1 500 1 000 lll€:11. (.i<oi3) 

aver&6e French soldier c~n ~ef'inlt8ly be tr~ced to Gh~ in-

~~~ necess~ry. The l;:~ginot ~i11e ~c~ to be ~~nrlGLL by t~ coil-

in (is~eatioa on the ho3e F=ont. On ~he other h~n~, the con-

c.rnd ·f"ictorie: 

_i:_2 hc.s beGn :~r:.eatioLed. before, t,he e>~_ui_pn:.c:.:J.t of ..~.:.i'rbnch 

evid~nt in motor transportation, und some of the so-cslled 

"motori~ed d.ivisior,s" of the Frsneh Icr-c:y hcc no vc-hiclef , orthy 

very vulner&8.i.e to Genr.c.n c.ir ~ t ts.ct\:. Tl:.e raoveir.ent of tho11EEnC. s 

of refue;ees ·:'so helped to cho~ce c,he rcireuoy over-burdenBd trLns-

port. c.. tion systE;:tl. Tllat ~he Germc._ns recl.i. :--,·::C. t.hb hindrance. the 

(128) ~-34, p. 2 
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ci vilio.ns could be to the li'rt::nch J'.J'j·~Y is evidenced by the 

bor:tbing and str<:.ffing of colUl"J!lS cilld the efforts of Fifth 

Colun:.nists co icee:9 these masses of people d.iE-orgc.nic;ed. 

On the other hand the Germans had realh:.ed the need for 

&ciec.;uate motor trunsporte.tion both for troops o.nd supplies 

and had provided very well for it. They also realized che.t 

any Ehortage of fuel would render the 1iri' ored units useless. 

Thi:it plens had been mode to avoid this is seen in the fact 

thc.t one of the r:win missions of the four c..rrr.ies folloidng 

von KleiE.t' s group was to protect the extended supply lines. 

And lastly, when considering the principle of :rr:obility, 

it must be kept in ,, ind the.t defensive Wttrfare by its very 

nature limits 'CObili ty. 

The reconciliation of the principle of mass ·.":i th the 

principle of ECONOMY OF FORCE is a m.atter open to wide 

discussion. The French C:id not mass sufficient forces at 

any one point, many times, to be flble to force a f'avore.ble 

decision. so,ne of these failures were due to lack of forces 

avo.ilable but many were the result of piecen:eal commitment. 

J..s a result, much of the French manpower v,as wacted. On the 

other hand, the Germens massed sufficient troops to ::'orce & 

fe.vora.ble decision and by this action seved a grec;t det:l of 

manpov;er in the long run. The Germans had realized from the 

st&rt that in a war of aggresdon such as they were fighting, 

econon:icsl use of manpower might well be a deci<iing factor in 

the final result. In order to make this economy possible, 

the whole Ger.:J:an J.,r!GY organization was gee red to flexibility. 
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In short, their system of orgt~ni?.otion provided for the 

shifting of specialized units from one headr;uo.rters to another 

to form the type o.nd size organization needed for a particular 

operHtion. 'rhis feature is exe;;,plified by the action during 

the closing days of the Battle of Fl&nd.ers. Ar;;Jies ,,hich -,,ere 

engaged until 4 June around Dunkirk, attc;.cl(ed 5 ~une along the 

Som;;:e. In other words, c;.rmy headquarc;ers were moved <cnd other 

units a.ssic:ned to ;r;ake up the ar;,;ies while units for:cerly a 

part o:r these ar:;·ies contii1ued to fight at the SE.::1;e point and 

beced:e pc.rt of another c;.rmy with no apparent loss of control. 

SD',PLICITY of plan was the wctchv10rd of the Germcn Army. 

There w&£' no complicated plE.n for this ce<mpaign. Briefly: 

two phsses. First a drive to che sea &nd subse"uent de.struc

tion of the Sorthern ;,llied Forces. This was acco;uplished by 

a secondxry attack through the lowlands and a :r.c.in 10ttack 

through ·:,he Ardennes. Second phase was a coordinated attack 

south from the Somme-Aisne line with the m<J.in <cttack ec.st and 

the secondary 5Ltack west of Par~s. 

The Allied ~:lans \iere much Jr.ore cmrplicated. Had che 

French not been hampered by c;he neutrclity of Belgiu;n and 

Hollfmd, stronger initial defenEe lines could have been set up. 

;,s the situation existea, it ws.s necess«ry ::·or French c:nd 

Dri tish t:roop:o to move forward snd occupy defenE,i ve lines after 

the attack starte<i. .nlEo E•ituetioils arose which hs.d not been 

E.nticipeted and as a result confusion existed n:.any times aue 

to changes in plhnE: and orders. 

Several other factors o.nd E,l':aller det<dlE, could be ais-
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cussed in ~his analy&is but every btte'flpt has been rrade to 

re:."er to generuli ties rbther than eo ti ons of f,.Qecific units. 

One point has been ciiscussed pro and COli by v&ri.ous 

writers and in closing this analysis it might be well to 

mention it. It has been sc;o.ted by I:lany persons th~t the 

Allied poEi tion y .• ould have been stronger had they rerr.ained 

on che so-cslled ".wittle 1.\&ginot ~ine" rather than moving 

forvmrd to the Dyle. Ther·e is no disputing this stutement 

in view of che feet th~.t defensive positions had already been 

prep<,red on the "Litt:e lvl&ginot" • It must be reealled, how

ever, that the i~lied estimate of the situation interpreted 

that the main German effort would be u.irected towerd securing 

channel ports froiL \which to attecek EnglEcnd. It W<•S not ex

pected thct the conc;_uest of Fr&nce would be the main object 

at that time. In view of these beliefs, Lhe ~ovement to the 

.Jyle should. not be co:td.emned. 

In conclusion, it is the opinion of this writer th&t 

Fr1"r:ce' s 6.o·1:nfs.ll cun be attributed to three factors, ull 

closely related: 

l. J~ '"ar·Ked deficiency in equip!'lent, psrticul'-'I·ly L.ir

craft, t&n~~s, &n ti-&ircrsf't and &n t.i-tunJs: W2Lpons • 

.<:. The ::: tr·i ct aJ.herence by ohe GeTI'18ns to &Li. ~he prin

ciples of v1ar. 

). 'l'he violc.tion, eitllsr avoidably or unavoidably, of 

certc,in principles of wtJr by the ,,.Llics. 
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2. :~ ab8tscle beco~e~ ~ercly a hintir~n~e unle~s 

properly defsnded. 

willi~g to 9~Y the priGe. 

:,. CO"lbat aviation can 2UPiJlwr-'ont :..rtil.Lery in E:Uf;[/Jrt 

of rro:1 t iine troop:o ccnd Gd1 cvHt substi cute "'or crtil i.ery in 

rapidly ::.oviug i:i LIL tio·l' in .. hi ch c,r·ci_;__.ery o~c,not .-;:e e p up. 

5. L.:up1:"orting ~·.e.~:Jons of inf(_;_:atry unit& Lre ·..';,;,ry 

i.T.:)O'rt{~_nt ~-_n(:_ !.J. . .:..vG <::-:.. t;rc~-~t bec:-cri..:lg Oil ~ .. hs I'iDc-;_l oubco:::e of 

br;_t-:.le. r.2hir: 18 erpeci;_-_\_lly true o:f illf~._ntr:y :~-,~()rt:_-1';__, ::.nd 

h:·)·.c:it,~-2.-1 .. :: r::-J.d ;:~_,:] Lr.liy ·po::::~::~s~:_irlg ~:~U_}t-l'i:Jrity in the:..~e -;,·ec~_p021i:., 

ha.s ;:;_ sooC.. chs.n.ne !'or vicLory. 

6. r.l though o.r:r;ore~ u:J.i ts :::.re ~esic;.aed )ril::r.sriiy to 

6Xploi t o bre:.::~:KtilrU~1t)1 .LHB.l~e by ~he :LJ.'f\· __ ntry, .-:.~~~_:_:1·~.:~~-.t·:.i ~ . .;s ;_. ctiun 

ot o,portu.."1e ti Ges ecn ~·orce c: f'::....vor:..:.ble (ttSci~:ion .. 

7. ~Ln ~:~o:.iern 'hGri'-::.re, .il.l&inten __ nce of raobi.Lity i;:~ of 

8. ..::..11 pos:sible uav[-~.nt<::..b2 ;;r..J.::t be t<~: .. :en c1ur.ing lulls 

in br .. t.01e co i~r ... _;rove ·:;he s·cc.te of tr·<:Jiuing <.:.nd B·-:Uip.~~~ent of 

'-'ll units. Thj_c is true fro'~ the En:&lleo:t unit up to i...nd 

inclwiing the entire icrned H'orces of & n&tion. 

9. ..dec1uc te v.ell tr."ined reserves tot:-t ~"' oticc.l c.nd 

str~;:. t6,;ic i:1Ust be .u:~·.inteineci .:_. na po.:::i ~:.i ve prov:L~. ion~: .tnu~:.t oe 

me.dt; ·ror their ·:c1ove.::nent. Rec.0rves -;,hich l'b~;ch u bc .. t·tle ~:~r0u 
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10. Thought ~·::ust be ~;i·'i':::n to the· f)OSEi ble eff'e-ctc of 

ci vi linn populacion o;1 ~~ili tE~ry o :,;eru tions. Thl E incluG.e& 

frisnC.ly us ·,;ell c;s ho~c;ile populutions. ?le.ns ;t,m1t be ;r;<,.Qe 

for orcerly civiliun evucustion. lcithout interference ;;ith the 

~ilit~ry operation. 

11. Coopenction betv;ecn ;,ll c.r".f· of the service lec..cts 

to victory. Tht• closer the cooperation the betc;er is Ghe 

chance of victory. 

12. In any defensive poc,ition, anti-te.nA: obstucles, 

properly covered by t'ire, are a must. 

13. .i, bold (even unorthodox) plon invol viag ce.lculated 

ri<>Ks, nay be jur·tified under oert"in ciroumstunoes in order 

to muintain initiative or obtain surprise. 
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