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THE THNVASION OF FranCE
WnY - JUNE 1940

I5TROIDUCTION

<5 dJune 1940 wus the blackest day in modern history for
the people of France. This day merked the end of hostilities
between iLhe Repubiic of France and the ixis Powers consisting
of Germuay and Italy; an end accompliched in fortvy-five days
of ligatning warfare by the Nazl Juggeraauts' complete defuat
of the once glorious French army.

Thls monograph deule witn the events leading up to tais
Sadly reuembered day, 25 June 1940; specificually: The Invasion
of France, #May - Juae 19,0.

In order to oricat the reader it is deemed advisable to
meation brielly the events iu Furope leading up to 10 June
1940 when the Germsn Army atbacked and began its invasion of
France. This orieantation nust of nccessity be ruther brief
a: a couplete snd deteiled resune would be a history text in
itself.

In 1933 after & long series of plots-and much poiitical
intrigue, Adolf Hitler, the former sub-corporal of the German
Armwy, becsue supreme dletator of the Germen Reich. (1)
historians have argued pro and coa &s to Hitler's sanity but
one thiig is certein. He was ruthless and utterly .ithout
scrupies, snd he had but one zosl, German Gowination of the
world. A8 witness to this statezent are seversl yuotes from

speeches Hitler mede at various times: "uiy purpose is the

(1) A-1, p. 62




subjugation of all races and to-set up our master race to
rule the world ....;..; Empires are ma@e by swWOTd..esenes

by theft ané robbery...... by dbrute force....... I heve no
conscience ........ We have no scruples....... Promises,
agreements, treaties are sheer stupidity........ they are made
to be broken........ There is no such thing as an army to
preserve peace, but only for the victorious conduct of war.....
we may fall, but if we do, we shall drag the worid down with
US+es-».» 8 world in flames," (2) Led by a dictator suiced
by these doctrines, the German nation moved rapidly forward
through a series of events which were to soon engulf the
entire world in "Total war".

The Nazl meschine proceeded on a reign of terror within
Germany to destroy all opponents to its domination of the
German people.‘ This was paralleled by the building up of a
powerful army snd the geering of the entire nstion to rearma-
ment and preparation for war. In the first four yezsrs of the
Nazi rule Germany spent 12 billion 5 hundred miilion dollars
on war armaments. {3) |

Germany'é first move caﬁe on 8 Marech 1936. On this day,
in airect violatlon of the Locarno Treaty, Hitler sent his
armiéS'marching to occupy the demilitarized Rhineland area.
These armies were neither well enough eguipped nor trained
to face a war with Prance and had orders tc withdraw if opposed.

This bluff worked and the first step of Germen domination of

{2) Direct Quote A-1, p. 62-63; (3} A~-1, p. 71




Europe wsas cémplete. A characteristic of the German method
of eXpansion was to use every mesans to gaiﬁ her snds without
resort to war--at lasst until she herself was ready for it.
Austria was the first country of Europe to fall under
the Germens. After a series of broken treaties, broken
promises, and internal political inﬁrigues engineered from

Berlin, Geiman troops c¢rossed the Austrisn frontier unopposed
and g puppet government was set up to be guided by Berlin.‘
This happened in March 1938. (4)

Caechoslovakia foliowed in serch 1939 as the second
European nation to fall under German domination. Tais fall
of the Czechs was preceded by the so-called Munich Pact in
which Greet Britian and France sallowed Germany to make certain
derxands on the Czechs regarding ﬁhe Sudetinland. These and
similar demands were conceded by the Allies in a futile effort
to maintain peace in the world.

The fuze was already fixed in the European "powder keg".
On 1 September 1939 the match was applied. On this date,
without werning and without & formal declaration of war, the
Germen Blitzkreig struck at Poland. ({5) This iavasion was
in direct violation of the Ten-Year Non—ﬂ$gression Pact
betwsen Germany snd Poland and wes strictiy in keeping with
the old German custom of tearing up treaties as "scraps of
paper". {6} Great Britian and Frence declared war on Germany,

thus upholding their treaty with Poland. The Allies were un-

(4) A-1, p. 104; (5) 4-1, p. 120; {6) a-1, p. 120




eble to bring force to bear in time to be of material aild
to the stricken country, and in October Pdland fell efter
only thirty-five days of fightiag. (7)

Germany foilowed the conquest of. Poland with invasions
of both Denmark and Norway. This in the face of a tén—year
non-aggression pact with Denﬁark and a statement of strict
neutrality made by the Scandinavian countries oﬁly a Tew weeks
previously. _ .

This introduction has of necessity been brief. Details
have'been left purposeiy incomplete, but it brings us up to
the zeneral political situation at the time of the Invasion
of France 10 May 1940: Austria, Czechoslovekia, Poland,
Denmark, &and Norway are under "the héel of the Nazis».
{Ses Map A} France and Great Biitian are in a state of war
with Germany. However, outside of minor patrol action along
the Franco-Germean frontier and the minor participation of
Allied Troops in the Scandinavian theater, no major engage-
ments have been fought between Germeny end the Allies since
the declaration of war 1 September 1940.

Muchlms been written on the invasion and subseguent

fall of France in 1940 and in these writings there have been

many explanations given for the Germans phenomenal success.
Most of these so-called explanétions dwell at iength on the
internal political situation in France and attribute a con-
siderable part of the debacle to intrigue and political

manipulations within France itself. Wwhile certain of these
(7) A?l: P 125
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allegations nay be true, no attempt will be_ﬁade in this
monograph to evailuate politicsel considerations, and the
material covered will be strictly military in nature. The
nilitary operations duriig the period 10 May to 25 June
1940 ofrer much opportunity for discussion and there is
much to be galned in military lessons and knowledge from a
careful perusal of the material available. With these
thoughts in mind, let us turn our atteation to the facts at

nend.

GeNERAL STTUATION PRIOR TO 10 MAY 1940

The declaration of wer on Germany by the Allies caused
a great wave of controversial discussion amongst experts
ana "self-styled expertsm of military science. The reason
behind these arguments were the so-called impregnable defensive
lines which both Frence and Germany had built aloug their
common border. Each country wes placed about in the sanme
position as two little boys who run home after becoming angry
at one another and lock the door. Thnen they beth stend ianside
the houce and hurl dire threats at each other, each kuowing
thet the other cannot come through the locked door. This was
the sort of stalemate which appeared imminent between France
and Germany.

The French had their Meginot Line (see lMap B) extending
from the Swiss to the Belgium borders slong the Franco-German
frontier. This was an extensive line of subterranian fortifi-
cations cowmplete not only with strong‘defensive works and
extensive armaments but also with underground barracks for

troops manning the line.

11



The line did not completely cover the French frontiers,
only that portion which faced Germany. The line wss not
continued along the Swiss border becsuse it was believed
by French militery experts thut the rugged iAlps Mountains
were enough protection on that frontier. Another faetor
wes the neutrallity of the Swiss; a neutrality which had
never been violated. 4slong the Belgium froatier was a string
of lesser fortifications known &s the "Little Maginot Linen.
(See Map B) (8) Because of political consideration for the
Belgian Government, which emphusized repeatedly its complete
neutrality towarde all European countries, (9) this line wsas
never mede as strong &s the line facing Germany. (10}

Along their side of the Franco-German frontier on the
east side of the Rhine River, the Germens hed built a similar
line or fortificstlons. They c:llied their positions the
Siegfried Line and having no perticular thought of their
nelghbors' feelings, extended it to the North Sea. (11)

(See Mzp B)

Both opposing lines were occupied ét the beginning of
hostilities with the French and British on the laginot Line,
the Germans behind their Siegfried Line and a "Ko-Man's
Land" of varylag widths between.

It appesrs to have been the stratesic plan of the illies
- to esteblish an effective sea blockade and to stalemate the
war in the west thereb§‘forcing Germeany to attack or risk
being starved out of the war. At least thet seems to have been

(8) A-2, p. 8; (9) a-1, p. 193; (10) 4-2, p. 8;
(11) A-ls P 193



the plan carried out during the eariy months of the war.
(12)

From the beginning of the war in September 1939 until
10 May 1940 this stalemate was maintained slong the Western
‘front. A small awmount of active patrolling and a number
of artiliery duels were the only means used to relieve the
monotony of defensive warfsare.

The only real action during this entire period took
 place on the third day of ﬁhe war. On 6 September French
troops crossed the Franco-German border and in less fhan a
week fought their way into the outskirts of Saarbruecken.
This actién csused the entire front to flare up and for a
time it seemed as though a major engagement was in the offing.
soon, however, for reasons never fully expleined, the French
withdrew suddenly from Uerman soil znd remained content
behind their fortifications. (13}

People all over the worid started referring to it as a
"phoney Wér" {14) and in frznce itself there was much ais-
content emong the populace because of the large number of
men peing held in ¢rms and apparently doing nothing towards
winning the war.

This period of inactivity should have provided a wonder-
ful opportunity for both Germany and the Allies to strengthen
their defenses end raise the state of training of their troopé.
It was an especially good opuortunity for France to gear her

peacetime industry to wartime production. It is interesting

(12) A-2, p. 7; (13} &-1, p. 194-195; (14) A-1, p. 196
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at this time to note and consider, in light of later
défelopments, wﬁat ﬁse each side made of this opportunity.

The french evidently did littie or nothing in any
direction during this period_and the morale of the troops
suffered through inactivity. (15) The French were not too
anxious to go to war in the first place znd the poor spirit
of the troops weakened witih tne inactivity. They complained
about the ebsence of drill or other forms of activity behind
the lines, and the combination of inactivity and military
diselpline raised havoc with moraie. (16) In addition to
these personnel troubles, the French Army was faced with
political bickerings on the Home front which delayed produc-
tion of necessary'mate:iel.%

It would seem as if the Allies did not realize how serlous
the situation really was, and it is probable that they were
little better prepared to go into battle in May 1940 than they
were in September 1939. (17)

The German actions, meanwhile, were exactly opposite those
of the French. They made every possible use of their time to
improve their army both as to state of training and equipment.
Equipment and personnel Qf units which had suffered loses
during the Polish Campaign were brought up to strength, and
truining in preliminary movements for the invasion was con-
tinuous. (18) Members of the various units were giVenAcomplete
informetion as to the nature of the obstacles which would con-
front them on the borders of Luxembourg and Belgium. (19)

él A=39, p. 3 & 6, 4=-2, p. 12; (16) A-30, p. 3; (17) 4-2, p. 12
1 n

5)
8) 4-2, p. 12; (19) 4&-9, p. 6-7 ‘
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The Germans realized, also, the value of using combat
-aviation to supplement artillery in a fast moving situstion
where motorized and mechenizeg units vere employed. Reslizing
this they made detailed plans for air-ground cooperation.

(29)

It is known that for six months during this lull the
Germens spent their time treining troops to perform their
various tuasks to perfection. It has been reported by reliable
observers that this breparatory training involved so great
a degree of psychological tension for the troops that the
order to cross the border brought them & sense of relief.

(21) During this perlod the French reported two seridus
alerts on 1z November and 15 Januery which were probably the
result of "dress rehecarssls® for the invesion. (22)

In April 1940 Germany invaded Denmark and Norway. This
action served for a time to relieve the tension for it appeared -
85 though things were starting to happen, However, little
effect was felt on the western front, because only:three 1ight
French divisions were Sent to Norway from French soil. The
British sent troops from England but did not remove eny from
the Brifish Expeditionary Force serving in France. (23)

According to relisble information received at Allie&
Headyuarters beginning 15 April, an offencive by Germany on the
Western Front seemed definite. This information inereased until
by 3 dMay a blow against Belgium and Holland appzared imminent.

(<4)

(<0) 4-9, p. 8-9; (=21) £=9, P. 4; (22) A-2, p. 12;
(23) 4-2, p. 12; (24) 4A~1, p. 12
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COYPAKIECH OF abLLIED AND GERvAN FORCES ON PHE WESTEZEN FROAT
L OF 10 .Y 1940

Before attemyting to ciscuss any military operation, it
is well to éonsider the mesns available Lo both Torces at
the onset of hostilities. Only after those mesns have been
coneidered is it possiovle to magke an intelligent study of the
use of the mesns avallable and the final result, and thus
arrive at a logical conclusion.

The student of military history finds himself in & peculiar
sltuetion whed attecpting to truce the course of the Battle of
Frence and ali its ramificetions. The very nature of the action
has resulted in diverse opiniocns as to détailed zction. liany
valuable records were lost becauée of the counplete defeat and
wide scattering of the ifllied Forces in France. fThis is
especizlly true as regeards the strength and organizetions of
opposing forces. Most writers on this subject have had a
tendency to exaggerste or belittle facts depending on from
which point of view they were writing. This writer makes no
¢clainus &s to the accuracy of figures down to the last man or
weopon, however, the figures as we will now consider them are
the result of & comparizon of several sources. ith this in
nind let us compare the Allied and German forces as they were
on 10 izy 1940.

The totsl Aliied forces in France &t the time of the
Invasion consisted of approximetely 104 French divisions, (<5),
13 British divisions, (26) and one Polish &ivision. (27)

In aduition to these troops the French had 1) divisions
(<5} A-10, p. 2; (26) A-5, p. 9; (27) &-5, p. 7
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scutvered througiout her coloniel possessions and in Norway.
(<8) Of these we will not take further notlce as they were
never active in the campeign under consideration. Ve will
not consider the 7 French divisions on the southwest Front
elther. These divisions were watching Itely, who although
not actively engaged in the war at this tive, was allied to
Germeny. (29) These figures give the illied Forces & totbal
of 1il divisions availabie on the northeastern front where
the action covered in this monograph took place. This figure
does not ineclude the 21 civisions of the Belglans or the 9
diviszions of the Dutch. (30)

In &as auch as the «ctions of the Belgians end Dutch had
oniy an iandirect bearing on the cempeign in Friance they will
be ziven no further coansideration. It mignt be ssid thet
had the Belgisns snd Dutceh held their lines, the position of
France might have been less precarious, however, thut is beside
the point s eny nation must be prepured to defeand her borders.
For that resson the sctions of the Belglans and Dutch are

considered s having only sn indirect pearing on the Tfinal

7]

resuat.

Let us now consider the £llied Forces more closely and
see what tyves of troops were contained within the 111 divisions
end whet their state of treining znd ecuipment wes.

The 13 Britvish divisions consisted of 5 active infantry

[@)

ivisious who were well equipped and trained; 5 territorisal

aivisions (corresponding to our Hetionsl Guard) who were fairly

{28} A-Z, p. 3; (29) &-%, p. 3; (30) ﬁ—S, P. L0
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well equipped but only partiaily trained; (31) and three
'training divisions which were short of essential artilliery and
administrative units and which had not completed their train-
ing. (32) The British troops weres known as the British
Expeditionary Force'and were commanded by General Lord Gort.
(33)

The French Forces were divided approximately as follows:
29 active Infantry aivisions which were regular army units
brought up to strength; <0 seriss "a" reserve divisious; 16
series "B" reserve divisions; 13 fortress diviéions; 3
armored aivisions; 3 light mechanized divisions; 5 lighﬁ
cavalry divisions; GHy reserve of 5 divisions; and 34 tank
battalions which could be attached as needed. (34)

The equipment and treining of these French divicsions
varied from superdb to mean. The active divisions were well
trained and well equipped accordiag to the French tables of
organization. More mention of that wilil be made later. The
series "A" reserve was composed'of men from 24 to 40 yesars
of age and thé series "B" reserve of men from 40 to 48 yedrs
of age. Both types of reserves had undergone from one to two
years of active service plus short periods of refresher train-
ing. (35) The equipment of these divisions was not complete.
The fortress divisions were in the process of reorganization
and lacked heazvy artillery components and services. The
armored divisions were very new and lacked training. They
were composed of 2 battalions each of medium and light tanks

(3L) 4-10, p.. 7, &-2, p. 3; (32) &a-5, p. 9;
(33) 8-2, p. 1; (34} A-2, p. 3-4; (35) A-5, p. 5-6
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mexing & totel of 160 tanks per wivision. The light mechenized
diviecions were converted cevelry unite equipped with light tenks.
The light cavelry units were approximetely one-tiirc mechaniced
with light tangs and two-thirds horse cevelry. {36)

The air forces of the allies consiczted of approximately
710 modern pursult planec; 21 day-bombing planes; <« miscellaneous
iy wnd night bombers, mostly ovsoletve; and 300 French plus sn
unkocown cuentity of BZF observetion planes. In edaition they
could count on sowe reinforcement from the RAF stetioned in
Eagland. (37)

In considering German strength it is of value to note
the aifference in strength as reported from vsrious sources
witn the French estimste of thet strength.

The Germens had between 6 =nd 7 million men mcbilized by
Mey 1940, (38) Because of the flexibility of Cermen orgeni-
zation and the tendency to shift units frow one head,ucrters
te enother an exsct estirate e to nurber of civicions is
difficult. One relicole source seys 240 divicions plus service
end supporting troops. (39) These were divided into 200 or
more ianfentry, 10 or 12 arvored «nd mechenized, snd 20 or more
special divisions (wountain, Cevelry, etc.). O these 240 it
is estimeted that Germany had about 150 divisions availeble
on or near the Western Front on 10 Xay 1940.

The fFrench estiwsted German strength at 180 infantry
divisious ana 1O earmored c¢ivisions. They zlfo estimated thet
between 110 and 127 were cn the Yestern Front. (40} One

36) A-Z) P. 3"'l|-; (37) };—2, P l&; (38) 1"‘-2: D. 5;
39} 4-%, p. 5, &=5, p. l4; (40) £-10, p. 12
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German source placed the figure at 190 infentry and 10
armored civisions. (41}

48 for wir force, the Germans nad approxinstely 9000
compat planes sveilaeble. (4z) These vere @il of modern design
end included a high percentage of dive-bomberz. The French
estimate of enemy eir-strength was 2,500 bombers and 1,500
pursuit pianeé or & total of 5,000 of =11 types. (L3)

£11 the Germen units were well trained snd many had
hed combat experience in Poland. Their combsat eguipment wus
complete end was nearly sll new. It must be recalled at this
point that Germeny was forced by the Tresty of Verseilles to
screp her armement, thus when the {uzis started to rezrm, they
had &ll new eyulpment for their armies. Another importent
Tactor wes tvhet much of Gerrmeny's armamen£ had been battle-
tested during the Spenish Civil wer before being put in cuantity
production.

Up to this point we heve iiscusced the number of Givisioas
and general comments about orgaenizstion and gcuipment. Let us
dwell Tor & chort tine on some specific comperisons between the
two forces.

The French infuaotyy civision contained 2549 more men then
& similer type of German uivision. However, the firepower of
the French unit wes considerably less, especislly in iafantry
mortere snd howitzers, The Germans evidently pluced great
feith in mortars and had 8l lizht and 51 heavy mortars per

Givicion &s ageinst 29 light and 24 heavy in the French divieion.

(41) 4-10, p. 39; (4x) &-2, p. 5; (43) 4-10, p. 13




The French, oun the other hand, haa a top-heavy &adventage in
nunper of machine guns., French figures ere 360 znd 180
heavy us azainst 242 light and 100 heavy xechine zuns in «
German division. Artiliery wees reletively equal except that
German zrtiliery wus much newer and had better trz=nspgort.
(i)

fggpeciaully significuaat in a comparison of stresngih is the
rcistive numbers of tangs snd anti-tunk guns.

The Geruens who had used tanks with brilliant succeszs in
their Polish "Eiitzhreig® realized the importsnce of wnti-tank
as’ense for their infuntry uunits., Bach civicion wes eguipped
with 72 AT guns of the latest deseoign =nd very wmobile. On the
other hend the ¥rench had good AT guns and their T/0 celisd
for 71 per uivision. The ouly troubie with the French wae thet
production wag not up to the polat where it couid proviie snough
guns to fill that T/0. hen these wezpons Fineliy started to
reach front line units it wes & cese of "too little--too luten,
(45) General Fon of the French aryy ectimsted ia & book
written after the wear Jhat if the suns aveilazble at the time on
the Zedan froat were evplaced according to French treining

naauals, there wag one @na a fraction AT guns per mile of front.

The gituztion as regurds error wisg zbout the scame as with
AT zuns. The French tanks gsneraliy compared fevorsbly with
serman arcored vehicsees but sgain it woas a ccse of grsat
minerical superiority for the Germsns., & Gerossn ar-cred «iviciou

) L=2, ps 65 (45) a=2, D. 6, 2-10, D. 7;
) £=6, p. <7




contuined 416 tengs of which wpproxicately three-fourths were
light. Coupsre this figure with the 160 tanigs of the French
ermored division and one con ewsily cee thet there was very
Little comparivon in fire-power between the v.0 orgunisatioans.
Tuz infentry components of the Two alvicions were relatvively
ecual both ss to number znd trensportation. (47)

The exect degree of wotorizetion of the French units is
not gnown but it was considersbly less because of the French
reilance on their raiiroad system.

&8 to the wisponition of these forces on the eve of batlle,
let us turn (o .ocp B. No attenpt is maae nere to bresxdown
the arwles into aivisious. »ror purposes of study the armies

as shown on the xep cen be assuned nesrly ecusl in size.

Phoaws JND GeRoad

COLPAET=0M CF annlel LRy

£llied and Gerwsn olsne for action along the vestern Trount
were alametrically opposed. The Germans had thelr Siegfiried
Line guarding their frontier, ovut hev con-sideresq thils oniy a
proteciive line which could be held by a relatively weak Iorce
while their mein bulk of forces wos engeged in offensive war
glcewhere. The French on the other hand looked to fheir naginot
Line s & strictiy defencive position from which they could win
the wer by delsneive weticn zlone,.

The «llied strategic plan seeme to have been to Iiuoit o

Latantys e ool to wla thet ver by sterviag

Gerrzany to her knses. T0 ilmplerent this stretegic plaen they

B
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counted on the strong defenses of the Waginot Line to force
a stalemate between the opposing military forces while.the
British sea-blockale cut off German supplies. (48) This
plen might have had & chance for success except for one
important factor. Thet fector was the neutrslity of Belgium
and rHolland. Becsuse of this neutrality and certaln otner
political considerations, the iaginot Line wus never com-
pleted along the Franco-Belgian border. This left a weak
1ink in the Aliied defensive lines. (See Masp B Also,

this same neutrelity prevented close cooperation between the
Allies =nd Belglum-Holland for the planning of strong defensive
action in case of an invasion. (49)

At the beginuning of hostilities in September 1939 there
appeared to be three courses of action open to Germany as her
next step toward world dominetion:

l. An offensive on the Northezstern French froat, west
of the khine.

2. Intervention in Southeastern Europe.

3. 4n sttack on France through Switzerland, with or
without aid from Italy. (50)

There was nothing to incicate which course of action
Germeny would choose. However, any doubt was coon erased &s
Germany started moving troops west. Dy early November she
had suff'icient troops macsed west of the Rhine to mafe an
attack generally along the line Hollsnd--Bel:ium--Luxembours.

All these movements were general in nature @nd there was no

(48) 4~2, p. 7; (49) 4-2, p. 9; (50} 4-2, p. 8
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indéicetion thet preperctions were being mede Tor an sccoult
of the Heginct line.

20 estixete of the situction mede by French G-7 seewed
to 1lnuicete one of two possipilities for German section:

1. The Gersens might atteck Belgiur snd Holiwnd and
thus outfienk the meginct uine Trom the north and concuer
beses from wnlch To atteck England.

<. The Germeng wmisht evtenpt w giziier operction
through Hellend alone. The edvantege of this pisn veing the
possibility of securing beses without Erivcish end French
luterventlon nececcarily teking place. (51)

It ie¢ interesting 1o note thet .the illies beljeved
Germeny's nuin ef”ort would be to Secure bascs to aviack
Englénd. No apparent sericus thousht wae siven the poregitility

¥
of & Germen esgeult on Fresce itself.

Basing {their decision on this U=z estimeve, the sliies
hed only two loszicel choices:

L. kerain in their precent positicns {see %op B) wnd
cbancon bBelgium snd Holisand; or

<. l.0ve up to support vhe low countrieg.. (5<)

In compearing the savenieges of the two courses of wction
W& must keep in wind the sllied oelief thet Greet Britisn woe
the threetened country rather then Frence. #ith this thought
in oind, the wiseuvantagec of the firet plén ere upperent.
Abendon-ent of the low countries would wive chennel ports

Tacing Englend to Germeny with very litcle difiiculty. The

I

posgession of such porte woulg reke ngclend's pocition pre-

(51) 4-10, p. 23; (5Z) i-%z, p. 8
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carious indeed =nd would elso incresre the cifiiculties of
enforcing the sge-blockede. Furiner, this plen would not make
any use of the <0 Belgien snd 9 Dutceh civisions to toister

the &llied ceuse. The only adventege to the plen would be thut
any Tuture invasion of Frsace could be defended from the re-

pared poesltlions on the Weginot--Littie aglnot Line.

The main disazdventese of the second glen wag the neutrellty

of the lowlands which wede imposzeible sny coordinsted piens of
defenre. However, coozeraticn hecime beltter with Beigium after

en &lert in November 1939, which was probsbly csused by & Germén

e

rehesrsel of their movernsnte.

r

after lengthy discusslones, the Alllez deciued to wiopd
tie secound plen &nd mece preperaticns te implement it. ke-
member &t this tire that no posgitive zctlion coula be taxen
to reinforce the Belgian iines with sllied troops becauce of
Belgiur's neutrelity. The plen ee finelliy adopted could only
be carried out sfter the Germen invesion ELtTtEd and Belgium
re.uested allied sid.

Gsner&l Geselln, Commender-in-Chief of the luna forces,
studiec gzevereli plenc before he finally adopted the Lyie niver
Line ¢&5 the bDest locaticn Tor his defencive iine. The Belgien s
first line of defense was slong the slbert Cansi to Liese wnd
dovwn to the Belgilan srdennes, but Genersl Gapelin deemed 1t
inaavisanle to stterpt to reinforce this ilne. Anoither plan
conterplated end laéter discerded wae & defense iine zlong the

mecsut kiver. (53)

(53) H-EJ b. 9




Let us &t this point refer to Nap ¢ and study the Tinal
£ilied pien in detzil:

1. The combired Frenco-Eritich line would pivot on Revin
and the left of the ilne move north.

£+ The Ninth French Ariy would holcd & line slong the ifeuse
kiver south o: Namur.

3. The Firet French Arry would center on Gembloux,

4« General Lord Gort's BEF would hola slong the River
Dyle.

5. The Belglan Army would extead the line from Louvain_
to antwerp which wus & fortified position.

¢. The Seventh French irsy, held in reserve, would be
reccy to support the sxtreme left of the formetion.

Ag & Tollow=-up to this pien, General Gamelin planned to
reinforce the main Belgien iine from the Dyle positions iv
circumstunces deemed this advisabre. (54)

while the Allles were planning defensive moves, the German
High Commnand was eyuelly as busy planning en offense. In their
plenning the Germwang also took into account the fortificetions
of the Maginot Line., They finally ceciied thst a frontul
asssult apgainst these positions would be too costly and the wide
frontage would scetter their forces over too large sn area,
After lengthy discussion they narrowed their possibie courcses
of sction down to two:

i. 4 long encirciing movement through Beiglum &nd then
south eround Pseris. The blggest Gisadvantage to thieg plan is

thet the arive would push the Allies together und recictance

(54) A—k: Pe 10




would incresce as the prescure was ineressed. (55)

£. 4 carive through the Ardennes Forest to hit the hinge
of the Maglnot--Little laginot iines. Frow here the drive
would be toward the ses thereby splitting the allied Forces.
The bigpest disadventsge to this plen wus the risk of counter-
atteck against the Tlanks of the greatly extended spearhead.
(56} There were two great sdvanteges to this plen and they
were the deciding fectors in the udoption of it. The first
adventage wus thet the area behind the Ardennes wes well
suited to ar.cred operetiouns ¢nd had & minirws of weter courses
to crose. gSecondly great surprise could be gained because of
the French belief that the rough terrein of the Ardennes msece
lerge scale operstions iwpraciicable., 4t this polat it is
deemea wortny to guote an erticle publiched in the Ceutsche
wehr, &n suthoritive German military journel, "Some years before
the pregent war, & certein French Generel published a careful
41l eleborate study in which he embodied his thoughts recercing
methods of warfere suited to the border between Germany snd
Luxombourg and to the southesstfsrn ti? of EBelgium, which pushes
out between Frence end Luxombourg. After careful anslysis, he
hLad ?eached the conclueion thet this region, stretching out on
both sides of Charlevilie and in front of ths lisuse, was as
nearly uwusuited té movemeﬁt of troops on & large scale as any
region coulc be........ especislly.........and in the Forest
0f Ardennes........every resson for sagreeing with the Geuneral's

decision........ Realizing this....... Germen Supreme Comnend

(55) 4-2, p. 10; (56) 4-2, p. 16
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decided to capitelize upon it in the atteck of 10 liay 1940.
They felt......... that French High Com end.......... waes certain
to be taken by surprise.™ Uncuote (57)

The “inal Germen plens were simple (see Map T) and
depended mainly on mass, robility, snd surprise to achieve
their objective.

The plens called for & secondsry stieck through Belgium,
Hoiiend, and Luxombourg in en attenpt to draw the Allies into
& trep and to deceive them ss to the location of the mzin effort.
The meln sttack was to be & penetration with greot mass con-
centrated on & narrow front in the Ardennes ares, These szttacks
were to be launched simuitaneously und the proper timing wees to
be achieved by the louzer time nececssry to penetrate the
dirficuit terrain of the irdennes. after breuxing through,
the =pearhead was to advance to Lhe sea »lth the foliowing
troops taxing up positions facing south Z=nerzliy along the
Somue-iisne kiver lines. The next move was to attack north
from this line to encirecle the Allied forces witih the help of
the forces moving through nolisnd end Belgium. aAfter thece
aorthern forces were reduced it was planned by the Germens to
launch a main attzck =outh from the Loume--Aisne line moving
to {he east of Paris with the mission of outflanzing the Yaginot
Line znd tsging it from the rear. it cpproximately the same

time a secondary attack was to be lsouached south ground the

i
o

west clide of Parls. (58)

In order to iasure the success of these operetions the

Germans had done two thiangs. First they had greatly inecressed

(57) 2=9, p. 1-2; (58) i-x, p. il
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the fire-power of thelr iufantry by adding a great aunber
of mortars, infantry howitzers and anti-tenk wespons.

Secondly they had motorized or mechanized & large pert of

ct

heir troogs =zo they could exploit the Dbrecktiirough and
maintain thelmomentum of the attack. One authoritative
Germuzn source stated that 45,000 motor vehicles took part in
this action. This figure is probably exaggersted but it is
Kunown that the figure wes tremendous. (59)

As Ter ss tactics went, <the Gerzans planned to make the
fullest posziblie use of the principle of mees ian the ettack.
This was accomplished by heving the von Kleist group, con-

istiag of 5 armored divisions snd 3 motorized divisions,
spearhead the attack followed by the 1zth and 16th sArmies
abrewst with the 9th zud Zd isrmies abresst pehlaa these two.
As can be sgen from such & Formation, there was tremendous mas
concentrated on & very ncarrow froat. One other thiang done to
inerecse the fire-power of the crmies was the uce of dive-
pombers Yo wet =g super-long-raige srilioery when Lhe speed
of the attsck made close zrtillery support difficult.

Arvy Group E under Colonel Generel von Bock was to mske
the attuck chrough the Low Couwutries end Coionel CGeneral von
Fundsteat wag in comrand of aruy Group 4 which conslcsted of
the forces clready aiscussed and was to weke the usin nene-
tration snd subseyusnt drive to the sew.

o LVE D OTRHE SR AND

0F FLelUsEs
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(59) 5_9; b. 4

S




stending of ithe sllied snd Germen muneuvers it is sugcested

vazt liep T be roiiowea closely in coajunction with the Foliow-

F..h

ng resure,

The Gerzen forees attacwed accordiag to scnedule und
von BoeX's Aray Group B woved forwsrd esrly ian the moraning 10
ficy 1940 zeross the boruers of Belgium sznd Hollend., (60)
Fifth Columnists who were .either Germans ianfiitruted into
vhe slilied éountrie& or sAllies citizens turned traitor
sroved 1lnvilueble to Lhe Gerran wilitary forces by erscisting
perichate troops dropped beiind the iines to ssize bridges
cad alsrupt comruaicatioas.

within an hour of the initisl attack, Xilog Leopold of

Belglur recussted =1d from the sllies =nd immeciately the pivot

of the Allied line to the North und Iast wes sterted. {61)

Phreugiaout vhe cauwpelgn illied Hesuwgueriers under estimeted

the epecd of moveient of their sttuckers. A good exanuple of
this wes the initi:cl move by +the sliies in which they zllow:ca
themselves three daye Lo occupy the new defensive liges. They
Delieved that suech & length of time vould be emplie to properly
orzanize the positien bpefore German forces reschod bLhe uyle
River lice.

One changse wes made in the original plzns and the Seventh
Freviceh Arny wezs revoved from Teserve cnd sent sround the allied
left (north) flank northwest of satwerp in the cirection of
Ereda. The purpose of this chonge wes to help insure the

security of Lhe lower Escaut Kiver snd to furaish Lizison

(62) =iy, Do LI, 2=12, . 25 (61) =9, »n. 18




between the Belgiens and the Dutch., Thie action ey heve
resulted in gerious cceneeguences lzter in the cempeign de 00
other wilt wes decisnsted to replace the feventhn &g reserve
for the Allied left vlenk. (62)

ihile thege nman-uvers were reing ezecuted by the Wreapch
end sritieh, the Germans had cuptured oriuges over the nibert
Cenal &nd one at Jeectricht over the .euse. The capture of
this importent bridge at dsestricht enabled the Germuns Lo
outflung The wein Zelglan positions on bLheg wlbesrt Cunsl.

(63) Feced witz the tarest of encirciencit, the Bslplens
withdrew Guring che night 1i-1z ey to thelr second line of
defense, wntwerp-_ouvein., (64)

The TFrench Seventh frywy roviog up sround the silicd left
fleng reschec krede late on 11 Way &nd by le sy hed rein-
forced the putch line scast of Zredas.

The remeinder of the Briuvleh and French forces .ere in
the mecntime cormpleting their muneuver anu lcte on che «lfer-

nocn of Lhe ixth, we f'ind the :fliies on & line resching iror

sutwerp south through Louvein, wevre, Genbloux, Wamur, Glvet,

Seden, «od down slong bthe woglnot Line. The ciccositiocn of

troope zlong this iine wug co foliows: The Belpglane held the

tine froa ;ntwerp to Louvaln, zener=zlliy wlong the Dyle River,

the ©ZF wee on Lhe Helglen right end extended siong the Jyle

to wevre; couth of the dritish were the french First, Siath,
and Cecond sroies in thet order with boundaries between wrinlies
genereliy 1o the vicinity of nagur and ['eqsil. (65) TFreanch
Ceveliry and mecasnized forces were out in front of the lire

) i=%, p. 103 (63) s-4, p. 43; (6
.é';“’:i, p- -]-3
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ecling e85 coveriug forces.

The mein Germen alieck, uader von Rundetedt was lounched
simulterecusly with von Zocik's end et 0530 10 wiey von {leist's
rechanized group woved iunto Luxombouryg. The German's reiled

01 the gpeed of their mechonised unites to achieve surprise

st

1o the initiel steges, and once the enemy wet off balunce, Lo
meintein this suvenitsge. Ey late evening of the first duy of
catitle, von Lleist's Group hsad cro&éed Luxomoourg, Dessed The
Belgien first line of def&ﬁfe and were gener:sliy elongs & lirve
about 60 xilometers frow their sterting positions of the morn-
ing. Even with this swift adavence the Gerwen irny was 25
gliometers behind the time-tahle get Zor it. (E0) Toroedo
behind von Xielst's auvanced eisments conpleted the mopping
up iz Luxomboury «nd by 12 Zzy ell of the Little couatry

wes in Germen hands.  (67)

Jext roraing the advence wae I'esumed &end, sithousn the
terrsin beceme wore difficult snd some registence wee met from
French Cavelry units, one Germen srocred «ivision advenced
tnother (0 giloreters end by nilghtfsll wss in the vicinity of
govlilon. Tone close cooperation petween the cround and uir
forces wee peving dividendcs ;nd & lsrge shere of the crsdit
for the reaplid zdvance must go to the dive-hompers for their
ciome support.  (68)

The biitzgrelg meintalned ite momentum end by aixghtiell
of 1k May, Germen troops held the temols vulley as fer west

&8 Vress snd occupled the c¢rest of the ferols--Feuse ridze

(64} i-%, po Llh; (67) £=13, 0. 2; (68) a-%, p. 1k, 532, V.4




overlooking the meuse Hiver to the scuth. Fiz

L

hting wus stlll
golng on in the arees pozszed ﬁhrough oy the cpearhesd, tut as
wee planzed, the armored cecluwmns had pushed on at =il possible
fpeed end lef't the mopping-up operaticas to be done by bLhe
ermies follouwling.

in interesting concention of the immence forces concen-

3

trated on thie fromt ven be wotten from o Germen revort that

-

at dark on the izth; orne of the civisions of the motorized
coiumn w&s only then moving out of their initial assemuly
eres evast of the Rhine., (69)

A surly £& the 1ith, French Gil, reslized that the main
efi'ort vies being mese in the vicinity of fedan at the ninze
of the allied lines. Orders were issued for three infentry
end one wrmored divicion to reinforce the threstened pertion
of the line. 1In connection with this reinforcercnt, tuo

5

polnts sre worthy of note: Firet is thet while nothirg definite
1s gnown svout this reserve, it is very probeble that they
were to cowe from the cact in reer of the weginct Line and
depended on the reilroads for their movement. These reillirosds
were very vulnercble to Gerren zir attack and the Germans Look
every adviéntege of thelr opgortunity. ‘becondly, French Gy
evidently uncerestivated the speed of the Germen atiack beceuse
tne coriginal order for moven-nt of thece reinforcements called

for the last group to be in position slx days after the crier

was tessved. (70)

(69) £-9, p. 11; {70) 4-10, 0. 25, i=z, p. 15




gs eurly In he cempaign as the moraning of 13 key
evente were texing place zlong the front which were leater
to prove to heve been the deginning of the end for Frence.
alreedy, at this earily stege of bLhe vwar, the Dubch army began
to disintegrute in the north and the butch slong witn the
veventh French Army were retresting towerd Breda. Robe.--

Lutch forces capituleted 14 ¥Wey 1940 ané their Commender-in-

"

4]

-

joll

Chief iessue

I
£

an order thet fighting was to cecse. (71}
Further to the soutk the cituation veas a0 better end, ¢lthoug
bressure sgeingt the British and Belgiens remained light, the
mein Germen forces moved up into contict with the aliied
cefensive ilne all the way from intwerp to Kamur. (72)

couth of nearmur things were even more critical and.here
the Fourth Germsn irmy under von Kluge established briugeheads'
GCcrows the ieuse River at Dinant end just to the north. Premier
e Reynaud, in & stetewent coucerning this sction, blamed com-
menders in this erea for not blowing the bridges acroce the
- Meuse. He steted thet this mlstake sllowed the Germens 1o
entabliish bridgeheads, (73) It is doubtful whether these

mlsteke

m

ligy

had any apprecleble effect on the finzl outsome.
French officers who saw the cotion steted thet the Germen
forces were concentratec in & sector about 5 miles wide. as

a preparation, 300 to 400 plenes in 3 or L weaves sitacked the
sector; then hundreds of tensks attacged followed by rotor-
cyciists with sub-machine guns snd infeatry in eross=-country
carriers, Hotorized divisiocns followed these. (74) This
breckthrough came in the French ainth Army erea @nd as & result

(71) A=4, po 47; (72) 4=2, P. 15; (73) i~L, D. 49
(7}4) ll-"32, po l}

34




General Corep weg relleved of his comrand on 15 Mey. How-
ever, in light of subseguent developrents, it would seem ¢
though General Corap were no more to bleme than other com-
manders, In fact this breakthrough wes not evenm the mein
attack. Lsccording to the German plans, the main penetration
would be made asgeinst the French Second Army which was occupy-
ing its pescetime positions around Seden. 4is a matter of fact,
when the actusl penetration wes wade, 1t hit at the junctlion

of the Ninth and Second end hit only the left (north) side

of the Second and the right (south) side of the {inth. (75)

It was sgeinst this sector thst the powerful vén Rundstedt
Group was concentrated., A& has been menticned, von Rundstedt's
advance troops under von Kleist had resched snd occupied the
crest of the Semois-Meuse Ridge lete on the 12th. On the morn-
ing of 13 May, these forces moved up to the Meuse snd after
extensive aerial bombardment lagting for four hours, crossings
were attempted in severcl places beginning st 1600 hours. Not
&ll of these crossings were successful, but several bridgehesas
were esteblished around the vicinity of Seden and extended
during the night.

Two features ol these crocsings stend out: von Lleist
forced the crocssings with his armored divisions and their
arrored infantry. Had he walted for reguler infantry units to
come up and establish bridgehezds for his arwor, he would have
loet the esdventage of surprise he had over the French. It was
an unorthodox tactical use of armor, but it succeeded by its

VEry boldnesis. (76) Armored vehlcles were used in a éGirect

35




Tire role to support the crossing. This was the first time
they were so used in modern wer. (77)

AS & resuit of crossings by von Rundstedt's forces on the
south and von Kluge to the north, by the night of 13 Ney Germsan
forces had crossed the Meuse end achieved & psrtial break-
through from Dinant to Seden. The situstion was becoming
criticel for the Allies.

The French High Commend wezg also realizing by this time
that the situstion was acute., Accordingly, they decided.to
conmit their reserves and attempt to reunite the broken front.
Genersl Touchon wes rlaced 1n commend of these troops, but it
was apperent at once that the Germans were moving too fast
for the French to intercept them and that a better course
would be to remain on the south flank of the Germen advance zand
prepare to ettack. (78) This was precisely in line with what
the Germans head esnticipeted and provided one of the meain
missions for the four ermies followingﬁvon Kleist's group;
to guerd agsinst attacks from the flank.

During daylizht of 14 ey von Kieist's left (south) wing
under Gengral Guderian pushed its bridgehead as far as Flize
and selzed two bridgeheads on the Ardemnes Ceangl; however,
their attempts to expand south in the direction of Stonne
were etopped by stubborn French resistance.

while the south wing was moving west, von Klelst's right
(north) wing was by no means idle. Although Genersl Reinheardt

“was unable, during the early pert of the day, to expznd his

(77) 4-36, p. <1; (78} 4-10, p. =6
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bridgehead against the French resistance &t sontherme, he
finaily committed 11 his aveileble tanks @nd broke through
to Liart 30 kilomevers away. (79)

¥hile these events were transpiring alcong the southern
portion of the line, the situetion fto the north ageinst the
Adiied ilne remained unchanged during 14 iay although con-~
siderable pressure developed on the First French Army in tﬁe
vicinity of Namur.

Late on the L5th the French First Army and the EEF begen
& retreet back to the line of the Chafleroi Cenal, They were
hampered‘considerably by parachute troops who had been dropped
behind their lines &s well as by the strong frontsl pressure
meinteined by the mein Germen troops. However, in spite of
thecse difficulties, they were able to withdraw without too
much confusion. Prior to this retreat and earlier oan the 15th,
the French were bsdly defeated in & tenk battle_near Hannut
in front of the French First Army and the front had been
broken in many places following this defest. (80)

To add to the seriousness of the Allled situstion, the
Ninth &rmy was in full retreast back to the Sambre and the
futch hed capitulated thus freecing the Germsn 18th army to
joln In the sction in France end Belgium. (81)

The German breskthrough was nearly complete by this time
tut the French High Comm#énd mede one wore futlle attempt to
reunite the front. They withdrew nearly the entire Zeventh

Army from north of intwerp znd ordered them south to reinforce

(79) A-2, p. 16; (80) 4-2, p. 17; (8L} &-i4, p. 47
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the line on the right of the First Army. (82) Also an
armored counterattecx force consisting of the lst ena <d
armored Divigione resssembled on the left of the ninth Army;
however, this attenpt wes doomed to failure because of the
disorgenization of these divisions. In the meantlme General
Touchon's Torces were having great difficulty assembling
because of the uninterrupted bombings of rail lines by the
German air force. (83) The Wazi Juggernaut continued moving,
led by von Kleist's srmor and by evening 16 kiay were &s Tar
west as the line Vervins--Rethel--Stonne. (8i4)

On the 1l6th &n esrmored force known s the de Gaulle
Groupment, composed of GH. tank battelions, wsas added to the
Touchon group and on 17 iay this zroup wes given an attack
mission., They were to attuck cnd seire as their objective
the importent road junctiouns from Hirson to Chateau-Porcien.
This group attacked as planned but because of lzcx of eguip-
ment &nd supplies, they made ilitule more then & demonstration
on &an unoccupied sector of the German south fiank.

Events were moving swiftly to & climex end it seems &s
though 17 WMay was the date thet the front betweenr the Ailsne
end Sambre kivers completely collapsed znd aillowed the Germsan
speerhead to take off in its rapid drive to the sea. (85)

There was no longer any cdoubt in the minds of the French
Eigh Cornmand as to whether the Germens would drive to the sea
or swing south toward Paris and the rear of the lesginot Line.
On the night 16-17 May a docurent wes captured by the French
which showed thet von Kleist's route of zdvance was to be

(82) £-10, p. <7; (83) A-10, p. 28; (84) a-z, p. 17
(85) A-lB, L. 3

38




streight west to the sea. (86) This informmetion was of little
use to the French beceuse the terrific fofce of the Germen arive
kept the Allies off balznce on nearly every front‘&nd the German
sir force continued pouading reer ereas. (87)

It would be well to mention at this poiant the importent
part refugees played in aduing to the genersl confusion. These
people streamed cown intc Frunce and Beigium from thne bettie
areas to the nerth znd exst. They cerme by the tens of thousands.
enc clogged rouads to an extent unimsginable in their pitiful
attempts to find safety for themselves, their families, and
thelr possessions from the horrors of wuar. Thet the Germans
realized the military velue of having thece people clog the
roads is evidenced by che fact that Fifth Columnists sccompanied
thece lines of refugees to Leep them stirredé up and Germsn
planes bombed and straeffed to further add to the genersl
confusion., Ali of this did nothing to &id the already dis-
orsanived fliied communication lines. (8&¢)

The Belgieans, the Briuish, end the French First army
continued to fall back and by evening of the 17th they were
back to the line Ghent--ith--lons--yeubeuge. Aill efforts
to rebtulld a front south of lLieubeuge felled &nd the WHiath irmy,
now comménded by General Girsud, could do nothing to stop the
von Kleist spearheud in its werch to the ses, On the 1i8th
this armored Jjuggernsut occupied St. uentin ané arove on to
Feronne. By 19 May one wing of this group had rezched Doullens

due north of Ariens; and by the 21st imlens had falien and

(86) A'lO: D. li'o: (87) 5'2: b. 18; (88’) A‘l5s b. 19’
A=2, p. 18, &-7, p. 100-103
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advanced elcsments had reached Abbeville. (89) The drive -
ﬁo the ssa wes nearly complete and the Allied forces vwers
spiit.

To add to the precariousness of the French situation,
the pussing German armor had seizcd bridzeheads across the
Somne at Peronne andtnmiens to be used 1a the second phase
of the campaign when the drive south would teke place.

The extreme speed of the German advance seeme to have
stunned the French Algh Command‘and while various plans were
Tormuleted to ease the situation, no concentrated effort seems
to hiave Deen made in sny one place. This may have been due o
piscemeal compitment of foreess during the coanfusion or else
due to the disrupted lines of communications. uore than
likely a éambination of these rcasons was respoasiiple plus the
fact that the Germen advance opened up so many critical pelnts
it was impossible for the Freneh to mass enough troops at any
one place to gain an advantage.

The =ixth Army was Tormed in the vicialty of Keims and &
new Seventh Army was forring farther west. (90) These
organlizations were made up mostly of reserve troops and possibly
some texen from the 2d Group of Armies to the south. This
Sixth Army was to attack, along with the de Gaulle arrored
groupment, north from the vicinity of Ls&on in an attenpt to
slow down the enemy advunce. This attack was launched on 19
ey but wes uncoordinsted aud moved only 10 Kilometers before
it was forced to fall back by.hezvy bombardment.

On the 19th the French Government relieved General Gamelin

snd &ppointed General Weygaad as Supreme Commander. (91)

(89) i=12, p. 4; A=<, p. 19; (90) £-10, p. 29;
(1) a-2, p. 19, A-4, p. 53




If ever a commander was faced with a difficult situation, it
was weygand., Two things were evicent frow the start: Flrst,
the Armies in Flanders were cut off frow the rest of Frauce
and in danger of encirclement. Secondly, the new frout along
the Somme and Aisne Rivers must be held to prevent a German
drive south.

For General weygand there wes no decision to make as
regardg his armieg north of the Somme. The oanly course of
action they had was to attempt to éxtricate themscelves from
the rapidly closing encirclement and rejoin the forces south
of the Somme. It was merely & question as to how best attexpt
this.

A oounter—offensive was planned to arive south from
arras. This was planned as & Joint Brivish-French operstion,
but becuause of the terrific pressure on all sides, it was
known to be an extrenely aifficult operatiocn. At this time
the 4ilied lines were located as follows: The Belgians were on
& line througn Ghent along the Escaut River to sudenarde;
the British lines extended from Audenarde to iaulde; the French
Firet Army wes along & line from the vicinity of Valenclennes
to Waubeuze; and intermingled units of the First and Ninth .
ATmies were scattered west to aArras. The attack was finally
leaunched on 2l way, but, becsuse of the necesscity for reinlforcing
the liue from aArras to the esst, only one Brisish infantry
regiment and a tsnk brigade plus supporting artillery finaily
mede the assault. Although the sttack was gallantly sexecuted,
1t was doomed to failure from the start. --again it was a case

of "too little--too late"., (92)

(92) A-2, p. 20




AS regards nis armies south of the Sonume and Alsne,
General Weygand had two choices: he could either mass sall
avallable forces and drive north in en attesmpt to cut the
German corridor and extricate the Fianders Armies; or hé
coultd usge all available forces to reinforce the Somme-Alsne
line and leave the Northern Ariuies t0 save themselves as best
they could. He 4id not have enough forces left to do both with
any rsasonable hope of success.

Cn 21 ¥ay, General Weygand visited the French Hesad uarters
north of the Somme. His plan was for a simultaneous attack by
the British-French Forces south from Duval and Ypres and a
French drive north from the Somme. These attacks were doomed
to fallure because the newly formed Third Group of Armies
operating along the Somme snd Alsnhe Rivers was not even able
to reduce the German bridgeheads between Peronne and Abbeville,
nor were they able to capture any passages across the Somme'
for the projected attack north to Albert.and Bapaume. 0On 23-

24 dauy, French forces attacked in the Cambrai--Bapaume area

and reduced the corridor to 12 miles but could not close it.
(93)
As was mentioned before, German forces reached Abbeville

21 May (94) end completed the entrapment of the Allied aruies
against the sea. The remaining days of ihe Battle of Fianders
will be dealt with very ligatly here as they have very little

beariag on the big picture of the Invasion of France. For

{93) A-&4, p. 57; (94) A-12, p. 4
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practical purposes, the armies entrapped in this area were no
longer in & position to lafluence the finasl outcome and were
now fighting only to save themselves.

The Germens attempted to drive north along the sea to com-
pletely encircle the Allied Arwies and cut off‘their escupe
routes on the sea. That this encirclement did not succeed
is due umainly to the bravery of 3000 British and 1000 French -
defenders who held Calals until 27 way. Of these 4,000 only
about 30 escaped but they had held long enough to allow the
retreating British and Prench forces to reach the sea. (95)

At 0400 hours 28 ilay, the Belgians surrendered. There
has been much criticism of the Belgians for this; but their
situstion wes hopelesss, and conditions being whet they were,
it is extremely doubtful whether this surrender made any
appreciable difference in the ultimate results.

The British and French continued their retreat and on 29

liny the evacuation at Dunxirk was commenced. It is enough to
say of this operation thet it was one of courage and coopera-
tion and that approximately BA0,000 troops were finélly
evacuated to England. (96)

It has been estimated thgt Franée lost 24 infentry
divisions, 1 ermored diviéion, < cevelry divisions, and 3
light mechanized divisions in Flanders. These were either
killea or captured. (97)

. The Battle of Flanders was over &nd now the Germsns had

added Holland, Belgium, Luxombourg, and thet portion of France

(95) A=k, p. 61; (96) a-8, p. 234; (97) A-8, p. 234
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ncerth of the Somme-iisne Rivers to their growing string of
occupied countries.

BATTLE, OF FRANCE--THE GERLAN DRIVE SOUTH
FROM THE CONME-ALSNE

- On 4 June 1940 the outlook for the French Army was any
thing but "rosy". 4According to a Freanch report, there remained
to CGenerel Weygand, after the debacle in Flanders, onliy a
fraction of the troops he needed to defend France. There\
were only 43 Infaentry divisions, 3 arcored end 3 Cavalry
divisions to hold the entire Somme-iisne line from Longuyon
to the sea. (Sfee iap F) To che eust of Longuyon, the Maginot
Line was held by 17 divisione of serles B troops. (98)

NO evaluatiqp hzs been made of the combat efficiency of those
troops remaining to weygand, but it is safe to assure that
France commltted her best troops in the efiort to prevent the
Initiel breakthrough &t Seden. IT this is true, the remaining
forces must have béen consider:=bly iﬁferior to those used in
Flanders; because we must remember that quite & lerge percentage
of Frapnce's original srmy wes composed of Series B Reserves
whose age was between 40 snd 48 years. (99) The Arrored
divisions were certeinly not in first clscse condition as they
had lost considerabie weteriel in action during che brezk-
through.

It wee obvious to General veygand from the first thet he
did not have sufficient troops to vroperly occupy the Somme-

fisne line in strength enough to defend it. (100} In addition

(98) £~2, p. 23; (99) &-5, p. 6; (100) 4-10, p. 32
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ali French wer preparstions had bpeen made for a defencive war
behind the strong fortifications of ths maginot Line snd iitile

he preparation of other defenses

ot

thought hed been ziven o
within Frznce. This Tact zlone provably hed comsidesresle

iafiuvence ou the final outcome.

3 wriles feced, Gensral Weygand

,

snowing the uifficulties hi
made'plans which would enable him to use als meager forces to
the best possible adventage. Knowing the Somme-Aisne line
would be thinly held, he prepered +hat coustituted in effect
a second line. This was composed of counterattack forces in
the sectors of the Zront liue th:t seexed iikely to Dbe broken.
These counteratisck forcesg were compoged of hastily orgeaznizedq
Infentry divisions and <he remuants of the ur-ored forces.
(101)

Altnouszh tﬁis front had seen litile activity sfier the
Battle of Flanders, the German air force had continued pounding
rear areas and lines of communicstion. This grestly hampered
the movements of the French Forces. Some units were from fqur
Lo Tive days icte moving into position. (L0Z)

For u discussion of ithe disposition of French Forces, let
us refer to Mep F. On the extreme ieft rfisnk one Eritish
infantry and part of a British arrored civicion held the iiue.
Thece were a pert of the French Teath Ar-y, but he composition
of the remeiader of the Tenth is not known. To the east from
Peronne to Coucy was the French Seventh army with ebout 7

infentry céivisions. The exact strength of the Sixth LArry is

(LOL) £-10, p. 3%=33; (10Z) a-2, p. %3
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a0t <nown but vhey occupied the section of the line zlong the
iilebte Canal aand the sisae Aiver from Coucy to weufchatel.
These three er-ies conetituted the Thlrd Groun of Lrmies.
(103) The Fourth Group of irmies composed of the Fourth on
the left w«nd the fecona on she right occupled thet portion

of the sicae line fror weufchstel to the junetion wiih the
Meginot Line at Longuyon. As stated before, the Second Group
of iriiies cowposed of 17 fortress and series B divisiouns held
the wasinot Line. These then were the thinly spresd forces
whieh Frence had svaileble to opvoge the Germsn Blitzurely
when 1% starced rolling south on 5 June 1940,

A4S hus peen discussed sarlier in this monoeraph, the
GeTraan orzanizalion was very flexible end it was custowary Lo
atonch units to a hesdcuirters wnd thus make up o iarger
orzanication to Fit a psrticular citustion. Becuuse of this
snifting around of forcez, it is extremely ciflficuit to &as-
certain sxsctly which units comorised the rforces along the
Somme-ilsne Line. Some Arcies which were engaged sround
Tunkiri on 4 dune were found attacxing 5 June zlong the tomre.
It is believed :het in this case Army Headcuariters were moved
and units slresdy present wlong the Somwe were uttached To them
to reforu arvies. (104) However, in spite of these chenges,
the epproximete disposition of German Forces are shown oun Ll&p
F. Army Group C still faced the Waginot Line. From Longuyon
to Bourg was Army Group A composed of the 16th, Lzth, and zd

Aruies in that order from left to right. From Bourg to the

(103) £-10, p. 34; (104) &-5, p. 4b
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n order were the 9th, 6th, 18th aud 4th Arcies comprising

m
M
n::
e

ATy Group B.

The Germen plan for attack remalued much g 1t nad deen
prior to the originsl iovasion. (See iap I) These original
plans were to be carried out commencing 5 June,

It was planned that on 5 June the csecondary athtack would
be Lasunched by Army Group B wlth the micsion of sweeping south

along the ¢oest west of Parlis. The main attacg was schedulied

gouth on the east of Pearis by Arry Group ~. The mission of the
mein attack was to split the French srmies and attack the
Yeginot ~iane from the resr. Included in the plan were hoiding

I

atteciks on the Ifront of the Maginot wine by Army Group C.

Jjer these two at-

e

For ease of understending we will cons
tacds separatosly and then aiscuss Lhe actions.of hoth forees
in che closing daye of the war.

On 5 June aray Group B under Generzal von Bock attacked
clong vae Tront Irom Bourg Sto the sea and two arvcred Spear-
heads‘startisg coving south. Ia his book "iAn Atlas History
of tue Cecoad Great War', John F. dorrabin estisgetes that
4000 tangs were used in this drive. (i06) This is obviously
8 gross exaggerstion but it is known that & zgoodly portion of
the entire German armored strength was committed in this
attack. It must be recalled at this time theaet the Germans

&lready held severszl bridgehecds acroes the Somme which were

(105) a-%, p. 25; (106} A~4, p. 59
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establicshed durihg the initial drive to the sea.

One of the spesarhseds moved out through the pridgehnesd
near .uesay and sarly on the morning of 6 June reully starved
to roli. By midoight of the 7th, this reoidly roliing force
hea reached Rouen (Sec HMep G) and early the nexi moraning
moved out and swung to the Northwest. Late the sume day the;
reached Venletﬁes on the coast. Kithin this circle the entire
Left zide of the Prench Tenth army was trapped snd after a few
deys of mopoping up, the Aliied vroops were forced to surrendsr.
This occurred 13 June at St. Valery en Caux. (107}

The other spearhead of Army Group B's atiumck strucxk the
left of the Seventh Army near Peronne. The Tirst day, 5 June,
this attack made little progress but during the night of 7-8
June the Prench Seventh was forced to withdraw to & line
cpproxisately Montdidier--doyon. This left & selient in
the Frsnch iimes from Ham to Cheusny znd it wag necessary to
withdraw these forces to straighten the line. On 9 June the
Germang continued thelir stiacxk and a serious bresk in the 1=t
of the French Seveuth forcing them to withdraw behind the
Oise River. (i08) Even in retreat the French forces ex-
pericnced terrific difficuities due to Germesn pressure. German
gir power bombed bridges and German teank forces outraced the

e them.

w0

French and seized briages before the French couid u
Aithough they were forced to leave & large number of men and
a great amount of materiel across the river, dark found the

-

Seventh across the Oise on a line from Creil to Complegne.

(107) 4-5, p. 47; (108) &-2, p. 25
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The situation for the French wes alreedy desperate and the
nain attack had not even sturied.

The beginaing of the end of orgenized French rzuiztzance
starved on the morning of 9 June when Genersl von Rundstedt
started his Army Group A forward in the mein attack agalnst
the Soise-iAlsne Line. The wain force of the attack came i
the Fourth French Army sector.

It was apparent from the start thst French defense in
this portion of the line depended on their holding the Germans
from crossing the Aisne. Once across the alsne, the Germans
would reach the Plains of Champagne which were ideaily suited
to the Germen style of armored attack. The next position which
offered good anti-tsnk obstacles to stop the Germans was the
Alsne-iarne Canal running through Reims southwest to Conde-Gur-
darne,

When the attack ceme, Genersl Reguin's Fourth Aray was
&ble to offer some of the most stubborn resictance Lhe Germans
had encountered since the original invasion. However, it was
not long vefore the overwheluing weight of numbers began to
turn the tide in Germeny's favor. The Fourth Army was couposed
of 6 infentry divizions plus corps snd ermy troops. The German€
in turn hed 6 infantry diviszions plus 4 armored civisions of
400 tunks each and later two more srmored divisions were added.
(109) General Reguin had three diviszions in the front lines
plus one (82d) in reserve on the high ground esst of Reims and

another {<35th Tight) protecting the Army's left flank in case

(109} 4-43, p. &4
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of an attempted envelopient in that directiou. All bridges
between the Aisne and the darne were prepared for demolitions
and another civision (53d4) was in position zlong the iarne
River frowm Conde-Sur-iierne to Vitry-Le-Francois. Also avail-
able for his use was an srmored group coasiszting of the 3d
Arvored aivision, 7th Light idechanized division and one tank
pattaiion. These units had been assembled by the Army Group
Commander and were located szouth of Vouziers. These forces
were sadly equipped and had oniy shout 150 tznks. In accition
a reserve division (3a Motorized) whieh was supposed to support
thls ernored group had no Gehicles and could move only on '
foot.

The attacy was launched at daybreak 9 June and followed
& terrific artiliery prevaration. Althousgh heavy mist msade
artillery observation very difficult, the numerous German
attuacks scross the Aisne were driven back except for one place,
Chateau-Porcien. Here the Germans were sbie to establish a
bridgehead and by late afternoon, it was 5 kilometers deep.

To add to the Fourth Arny's difficulties,‘the right [lang of
the 3ixth Army was forced back as fur as the Suippe River eand
the Fourth's lelt lank was expoéed. (110)

To Generzl Reguin the situstion still was not entirely
hopeless znd after he received word that ths Ariored Graup W s
being sent to reinforce him, he made plans to counteratiack the
next morning {10 June) to reduce tﬁe bridgehead.

Tne sad lack of French air power at this stage is very

(110) 4-5, p. 49-50
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apparent. 4150 epparent is the importance of éir superiority
in eny militery operation. Genersl Keyuin said in a report
that if he couid have had only 15 miautes of zir superiority,
he could have destroyed the bridges across the Alisne over which
tanks could cross. Once the bridges were destroyved, the de-
struction of Germsn forces slready across would have been
rather simple. No &ir power was avuilable.

Méanwhile, aifficult &s the Frsnch position was, the
German attack was slso in a eritvicel state. Only one bridge
(instead of many as plsnned) was eveilable Tor the crossing of
the armored forces, and ¢ven this bridgehead was thialy held
&s only one division had c¢rossed up to thie point. Two plzns
were open to the Germans: one wes the very d&ngerous plan of
converging their entire armored icrce to c¢ross the one bridge-
head and attack in the morning. The other plan was to attack
e3eln ia the morniag with infantry end atterst to secure other
crossings. The first and more danzerous plan wos adopted znd
tanks comienced crossing under cover of darkness. (111)
ouring the night the bridgehead was extsnded and the French
defense were penetrsted forcing the French to withdraw to the
Retourne River. TFinally late on the afternoon of 10 Jule, the
Germen forces were tewporarily halted zouth of the Hetourne.
Thig delay was accomplished through the stubborn resistance
offered by the Fourth Army and :he added strength of the srmored
group which hed come under Genersl kecuin's control. However,

the armored attack came too late and lacked sufficient strength
(ill) £-14, p. 13
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to be deciszive.

Vvnile this wction was going on, the right of the Sixth
army wes In Tull retreat towerd the Nerae, and the complete
withdrewzl of the Fourth became necessary. (112} It was
hoped that the Marne could be held because French forces were
holding all bridges end pacsages scross the river. {113)

Fal

The time schedule planned by General Reguin called for

breaxing of coantsct at night and fizhting by day until the
sisrne would be reached on 13 June. Constunt German pressure
nade tils a very 4iffieult taesk to carry out. During all

these operstions, German Avistion aever ceased to support the
arvored and mechsaizea colurns. Frsnch pursult avistion

never once opposed these activities., (114) EKefugess becone

& mijor problem azain and Genersl Requin had this to =ay con-
terailng the problem: yuote "The highways became useless for all
militery requirements even to efrect liziszon. The dissociation
of retreatiug units ended in a now descript rout; there wsae
notiing on the highways except inter: ingled civilians snd
military fugitives." Uncguote. (115)

A% 1000 on 12 June & heavy srocred attack (probably 4

[§]

[~
(

divigiong) swept down and by noon had reached Chalous. Ther
Fourth Arwy was practically cut off snd, becszuse of the German
adivances on the laTt, was not able to offer any substantisl
resgistence. Tals doy marked the end of orsanised French re-

sistence. Come units were ©o cut up by German armor that

they were actuszlly forced to fight through Gsrmsn units to

—

(112) 4a-2, p. 28; (113) &-L5, p. 17; (1l4) 4-15, p. 17,
A-L3, p. 25 (115) 4-15, p. 19




retreat to their defensive positions, (116)

From 12 June to the end of the war it is extrexely
difficult to follow the overations. Freanch Forces were =0
terribly cut up aznd scattered that 1t is ispossibie to trace
gny perticulsr unit. The German drive continued generzlly zs
pisnned with zide thrusts to destroy existiung Frsnch Forces.

The Tenth Army, heving lost its ieft wing, retreated
scuthwsst toward Rennes; snd the Seventh retreating east of
Paris had both Tlenks open as a result of the reirsat of the
Teath and Sixth. (117)

The French High Comuend had two courses ozén to it znd
glther one would only delay the end:

l. Rernuin united as Tar as possivle and plvot in retrect
on ionguyon, the left Ilank of the saginot Line.

<. Abandon the Maglinot Line snd endezvor to retreat with
these entire Torces, covering the heart of The country as far
as possible. (118)

The later plan was edopted but sven this was doomed becuuse
two penetrations of the saginot Line, one in the Saar area 14
June and one in the Colmar sactor 15 June, split the Second
Group of Arcies snd cisorganived the Frsnch even further. Also
the arucred force which hea originally penetrsated the Fourth
Arny in the Champagne area countinued its lightulng thrust south
¢nd recched Belfort on 17 June thug surrowidliag the Liczinot Line

troopsz.

(126) A=43, p. 43 (1L7) &£-2, p. 29; {1ll8) £-10, p. 36
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Iroops were moved out of Perie 14 June, and to prevent
its destruction, Paris woes declared an open city. German
forces occuvisd it early on 15 June 1940,

Only threc¢ groups of Freach Forceg retnined zny serbtlence
of orgenizetion (see yep H) wnd even these consiatéd of' inter-
mingled rexnants of differsnt ermies. The Thlrd Group of
ariles contained reinants of the sizthn wnd Feveath Armies anad

The Fourth Group of Arwies

i}

wes reirecting toward Limoge
conteining rernents of the Fourth snd Sixth Arcies wes stbtempt-
ing to hold slong the illier wiver. The Second Group of Arnies
(remnants of the Maginot Line troops) were covering the ncrth
flang of the Arwsy of the ialps .hich was enzezed with Italy who
had entered the war 10 June. (119)

Wo mentlon hes been made of Ttely except thet she entered
the war 10 Juae. (120} The only item worthy of acte concerning
Itely 1e thaet hosvilities continued after the Franco-Cernan
arczictice on X1 Jdune until 25 June when an Aramistice could be
conciuded with It:cly. wuring the time she weg in the war Ituly
wes not abie to force the Isere River iine aiainst the French
troops sna the iLrmy of the Alpe was the only French unit to
finlsh the wer inteet. (ixl)

On 16 Juie the Reynaud Governrent resizned and hlershel

Petain becare Prepier of

=

rznece. He recuested an imredizte
eriictice and on 2zl Juue French cnd Gerran delegutes met in
Compiegne. The pasers vere signed in the seme reilwey cosch

s bhe arwistice of wordd Wesr I. There wes on.y one differwuce,

(Li9) «£-10, p. 38; (120) =14, pe 73; (121) £=10, o. =8
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the pozitionsg of France and Germeiny were reversed from what

b

they hed been in 1918.
On 25 #une the armistice wes signed with Iéaly «nd

hostilitiss czoced--

Geuerdl Reguin estimated the French logses curing che
WET @S

Prisoners: 1,500,000 - 1,600,000

Liiled: «00,000

wouaded: 800,000  (L1Z3)

ENALYSTL sl

A careful study of this camrpaign briaze to lizht seny
intersstiag cnd imoortont Tects. From the stundooiant of the

student of the science &nd art of Wwer, thig compaign brings

the Principles of Wer very graphicsaliy to mind. Tn s=pite of
what has been written in vericus newsvapers and verlodicels,

both nere and abrozd, there wus nothlug radicelly new in the
German conduct of the war. True, there vere sever:zl new
versions of olid azechines usged &nd there was & new use of old

priuneciples; but wss there anyithing radicelly new? A careful

sensiderstion of events wwltes whe waswer to thls uestion an
emphatic Q!

The teng #nd the combet cirplene were both products of
worid ver T wnd voth sew cetion in thaet war. Tt is true that

tie wirplience s ured by the aAlliee @nd the Germens were

(1<2) 2=13, p. 9; (123) 2-43, ». 5, £=37, P. 3




redicslly luproved over those used in vorid vwar I. They
Fly Teeter and Tariher, carry bisg.er lowds end zore sarncment;
but vesicelly the -irplene ¢ uged durisg the corgsign under
conziderabtion was the sorme eg that plane which first fiew at
itvyhawk. The same ie true of the tank. In epite of TENY
liprovesents, 1t still rereine besieslly s track-leying

venicle cepuble of cerryiag sroument cnd the crew to operate

I

1t end is so designed sg to offer srwor protection to thot

Juch hes been written concerning the politicel consivera-
tione of the Tell of Frence. It GmME unnecesLaTy to drag in
osher Infiuences which ot the moct were oniy indirect, slthoush
they mey eccouat in psrt for the French drmy's state of uﬁ—
Preperediness, Purely militory cruces enply suffice to zcoount
for Frence's wefeat. The writer of this monosreph does not
beiieve that eny but miiitery conciderations are esvecicily
pertinent nor thet they hed any spprecieble effect on the finsl
outcorme. Kether let tils be & sirictiy xilitery etudy.

The Principles of “uT are oo olu &3 var itself and the

very iititle down Lhrough the veers.

True, 1t 1z only in relatively acdsrn tinmes thet these priaci;

|_'£

lied exeetiy; but even 1n aacient tires, they were

t#ith These Lhouzhts in wiad it ig well st this point to
consider speciflc vointe of the Germean comoaign i Fronce ih

orcer to ose whetner the Tacte bear out the previze.
e

The Germene certelnly redle the bewt possiile use of Nefl,

Cue of the vegt sxamples in the entire wer ves the tacticsl use
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of meve curing che iniviel invesioz.  The von Hunasteot
Lroun of srrles coneisted of the von Xleist arrored group
lecding, foliowed closely by four ar-ies in colwrn of twos,
Tie inliuicl penetraﬁiou& ol the wein ziteck vere ssode
eocinet caly Lo polnta, Yontherne engd Tedsn, only cboult L5
ziles wpart. I other orce, bthe Gerinns uced bercific LRLE
coacentreted on & very nsrron Iront. The sTect depth of +the
ebiwoking rorces mawe the senetretion noseible; but vore
imporsent, this cepth insured vhet, once :hﬁ-pﬁnetr;uicn hed

Hocouka e cointuioed.

Geen mce, the sonentus of the =tt:

&ven Then

=
o

Focing this etvoeg vere ouly two French aroice, ol

the penciration weas over such a nerrow froutige tnst the awln

gtnacs Jorce nit ouly the left (ncrth) cide of the #roneh
24 sad ohe right (soutr) cide or the Fronch 9th sarvy lines.
(1z4)

Even within divicions the arinciple of msss was followsd
ailigentily by the Germeone., The Germen ~rroered aivicion conbained
Gporoximetely 416 tsice compared with approzimetely 160 in &

cospereile French division, The some supericrity was evident

in Tnfentry suo; eng enti-tonk suse ithin the
Fgiman or::inivetlicns, The Jormaa olr foree woo Lleo far susericr
te “he wllies both in numbvers cnd cuelity of cirglenes.

~aobber luportcny fector ust be considercd .hen Siscureing
enB.e ThsT foctor 1z tyvpe ond coaditlon of egulnnent.  The

entire eguipucat of the Gerren Ar-les wes hew ond hed been buiit




for the express purpose of wagsing sn offencive war of

r
.)

)

agpresiica. o the other wnd bhe Trench, Hritish, Belple

}_l-
‘[x

end futceh eculpment was of varying degrees of modernness.
Gouwe of 1t wes very vodern but for uthe most vert the Aiiiles
e uipment wag sot too mwueh insioved over that used duriag
worlid wer I.

The O0BJiCITVL of sny army in the field is to westroy vhe
enany.  The Germen Bigh Comnand never Lozt =ight of this
mission. The wntire couduct of the wsr wes polated towerd the
Gonmplete destruction of the :llied Forces. The iaitisl drive

.Lle

LJ.

to the sea woae cesigned to divide PFrence w=nd nmeie it poss
for Lhe Gevrrane to pound the Hortunern sliied ircies to pleces
between two glgantic pilncers and &t the seve time prevent the
ervies in the south {from neving eny ianflueres on the finul
outcoxne in Eienders. In the second phase of Lhe wer, Lhe Lwo
Germen drives souti egsin aivided filied Forves w=né helped
conplete the cectructicn. The pursult auriag this phree wes
outevrnding. 7To quote Irom & relerveice published by the Unlted
wtetes Glliitery sfcwdemy in 1945, "The Gersen pursiuit thet con-
cluded the operations in Freuece will long stzud ez one of the
fore:ost exsxples of & pursult to cestruction. It ig sprrosched
only in scope by Lapolesn's purcuit after tne ?rusﬁian Gefezt

et Jena. Unfortuastely, no relisvle figures are cviiiable os

te the Fraench locsszs frowm 9th to the 20th of June. ¥row che
little thet ie evellible, it ig clear thst the ¥rench forces
airost entiresy melted wway, eud thot the finel steges more

pecrly resembled guerritie werfare than cetusl militery osera-
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tione.n 'Uﬂguote (1<) One estinmete of losges susbained
uring thie pursult wes mace by the Commeander of the french
Fourth aroy vho steated thazt in the lost ten teye of the war,
his ermy lost Q0% of its effectives. (1a6)
SURPHRICE end S3CURITY must of necess ity be considered
gimulteneously in thig snalysis. A& hee been ailccusnsed vefore,

the Germens msece the

)

ir mein avteck through the aifrficult terroin

of the irdennes Forect. The French had zgiven rether lirtted

£ &rea belleviug thet the netursl obestoclecs

'_I.

consiceretion to th
precluted & mein witzck through thet portics of the line. Too
much fuith was cleo gitven the impreguability of the waginot
vine. 4s regerds there cons iderations, two vary inporicnt
facts were overiooked by the Trench Hizh Cornsnd.  Oune is thet
in the lizht of the recns availasle to &n agray commander tougy,
¢n opstécle 0ot progerly defended becores only & hindrauce.
veccnd is that no defense 1s irpregnesle to & deter—ired eneny
willing to pey the price. oOne thing =1l observers to this
cerpelen wgree on is thet the Germsas £id act hesitate to use
.men. (127)

Conteined within the priuciple of security should «lso be
the element of preparatiou. during the lull from the declara-

tion of war in Se

(.,

phember 1939 until the invesion 10 Nay 1940,
the Freneh wsde very poor use of their opportunities, This
should have been 2 period of intencive training and re-eculpping.

Jnztead the French ceered content to sit behind the gginot

(1=5) 2-2, p. 595 (1e6) 2=43, p. 4; (127) £-37, D. 2
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~ine end do acthing. The Gerrens, however, took all possible
adventege of thie period of weiting to perfect training end
to re-egulip units needing it.

The Germans took every azdventege of the Allied mistuxes
and continued to exploit thelr initiael success. For instance,
when von Kleist reached the ieuse with hic arrored units, he
had two choices. Une wes to wailt until the infautry in the
Ariies benind him czught up and could ecstablish 2 bridzehead
ati'srs the meuse for his srmor. Ancther cholce was to Torce
& ¢rossing with the mesng eveilable to him =zt the time.
von Xieist choge the seconéd course of sction. Had he waited
for infantry uanits to cross the lieuse, the French would heve
had arple time to inove reserves into position and delay the
crossing 1f not stopping it entirely. Ey a beld decicion,
von {leist was eble to out-distence any time talle the French
had prepsred for poesibvle zction to plug gaps in their lines,

COOPERATION between the different arms was superb in ohe
Gerrmen Aroy and wag of great importance to the final outcome.
0f noticeunle efTect was the use of dive-bonbers to supplemant
ertiliery for the froat line troope snd in some catses to provice
the only srtillery support the troops had when the speed cof the
aGvance outdistenced organic artillery. In all brenches of the
German Arxy splendid cooperation was eviadent. This had been
echleved through continuous training of units in specialized
operations,

Coneideratle zaventage 1s obteined by ﬁhe force which is

on the OFFrNSIVE. This wes particularly true 1in Prance wibere
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the frontage to be defended wes very loag. The uttacxer hes
& wide cnoice of points at which he cun conceatrete nis force
while the defender, on the obther hand, must hold all points
of a long lire and rely on reserves reaching a threatened
point in time to reinforce that sector. Recause of these
Tevgons, the attecker ie sble to geize end maintain the
initietive. In addéition, vwhen the acction is on @ brosd front,
the attacker cun choose the terrain over which ne wiches to
fight. Thic is especiclly true of the aetermined attacker who
1s willing to pay the price of breuking the cefecnsive line at
the point behind which lies the terrzin over which he desires
to Iight. The Gormans were willing to pay the price znd for
this recscn were sble to choose the terrsin generully along
the tomme end slsne Rivers for their meln drive. This
terruin wes best suited for the type of warfure wazed by the
Germane. Aleo their e«ir sctivity prevented French reserves
from having en influence on the batile.

#€ & genersl rule morsle is better in an crusnizetion
on the offeneive then in one which is fightiing & defensive war.
It would not be & true evsluation to say thst the high morele
of the Germen iArny wes entirely due to the fect that they were
onr the offensive. There were other considersbtions affecting
Germen morale which heve no place in this monceraph. ‘fhese
were ideo.ozies and politicsl indocirinstions which weant rmuch
fariher bacxk than military setions. One thing 1s certein,
hovever, the mcrale of the Germen troope vias high. It has
been reported by a fairly relisble source that in February

1940 there were oaly 38 deserters and 102 £VW0L's out of an
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aymy of neeriy 5,500,000 men., (i=8)

white it is agree& improper to atiribute Lhe high sorule
of bthe Germsns o offensive combelb, the iow morcle of vhe
aversge French soldisr c¢=n definitely be traced to the in-
aoti#ity of defense. e overali plien of the Alliss wege 1O
fiznt & delencive war snd to force & stalenste witn the
uitimate decision vo be decided by the Britlsh ssa-bidcgaue.
48 & reoult of ohe plens, bthe holding togethsr of lirge armies

woo necessary.  The aginot sine hza to Le meaned DYy o coi-

sidsrable aumber of troops. Tais neces:zity oy contlauous

W

-

vapilicetion wind subscuuent idieness ol the zobiliisd troops

coon hed 1ts effsct on orele. The morsie of the troops

b

sufiered zud there waps ¢ noticeanle losg of norale cnd lacrscce
in dissszution oa the Howe Frount. Un the obher nzag, the coi-
tinued offencive ond victorier in Polend end LNorway helped
Lo raige.ths corele of the Germin Arry and to zs=ia populsr
gupport «~ithin the houeiznd. |

L& nes been mentiouned befors, the eculpuesnt of rFrench

units we: cedly incomplete. This shortege wes pesrticulcrly
eviaent in motor transportation, snd some of the so-ceolled
rmotorived ailvizions® of the French army hed no vehicles vorthy
of mention. uch of the WOMILITY of the Allied srrmies, eo-
neciclly the reserves, Gepended on raiirowds znd these weres

very vulneraoie (o Germen #ir zttecek. The movement of thoussnds
of refugees slso lhelned to choke hthe siready over-burdened trens-

portetion system. That the Germens reclissc the hindrence the




civilians could be to the French Arcy is evidenced by the
bonbing and streffing of columns and the efforts of Fifth
Columnistes to Keep these messes of people disorgenised.

On the other hand the Germens had reelized the need for
adeguate motor transportetion both for troops and supplies
and hed provided very well for it. They also realized thet
any chortage of fuel would render the arrored units useless.
Thet plens had been riede to avoid this 1s seen in the fact
thet cne of the main missions of the four armies following
von Kleist's group was to protect the extended supply lines.

ind lestly, when considering the principle of mobility,
it must be kept in ind thet defensive warfare by its very
aature limits wobility.

The reconciliation of the principle of mass with the
principle of ECONOMY éF FQRCE is & matter open to wide
aiscugsion. The French &id not mass sufficient forces zt
any one point, neny times, to be able to force & favorable
declsion. Some of these feilures were due to leck of forces
aveileble but many were the rezulit of pilecemeal commitment.
£85 & result, much of the French manpower weas wasted. On the
other hand, the Germens messed sufficient troops to force &
favoreble decision and by this action seved & zrest deal of
manpower in the long run. The Germans had realized from the
start that in & war of aggrescion such as they were flghting,
economicel use of manpower might well be a declding factor in
the Tinal result. In order to mske this economy possible,

the whole German Army organization was gesred to flexibility.
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In short, thelir system of organication provided for the
shifting of gpecialized units from one headcusrters to another
to form the type and size organirzation needed for a particular
~operation. This feature is exexmplified by the &ction during
the closing deays of the Battle of Flenders. Armies which were
engaged until 4 June around Dunkirk, sttacked 5 ¢Yune along the
Somme. In other words, army headgusariers were moved and other
units @essisned to make up the esrmies while units forxerly a
part of these arvies continued to fight =t the seme point and
becamre pert of another army with no apparent loss of control.

SIMPLICITY of plan was the wetchword of the Germzan Army.
There was no complicated plen for thig campaign., Briefly:
two phases. First & drive to the ses znd subsecuent destruc-
tion of the Northern Zllied Forces. This wes sccompliched by
& secondery attack through the lowlands and & main etteack
through the Ardennes. Second phase wes & coordinsted attack
south from the Somme-Aisne line with the main atteck eest &nd
the secondsry attack west of Paris.

The allied ulans were much rore coiwrplicated. Had the
French not been hempered by the neutrelity of Belgium znd
Hollend, stronger 1nitisel defense lines could have been set up.

£8 The situation existed, it wes necessary Zor French &nd

D

H3

it

-

¢h troops to move forward snd occupy defensive lines after

icns arose wnich had not been

ot

the attack started, Also situs

Al

eanticipeted @nd as & result confusicn existed many times due
to chenges in plsns and orders.

Several other factors and smaller detalls could be dis-
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cuzsed in chis ansalysis tut every attsmpt has been gade to
refer to generalities rather than esctions of gpecifiec units.

One point has been.discussed pro and con by various
writers and in closing this analysis it migat be well to
‘mentiﬁn it. It has been stated by many persons that the
Allied position would have been stronger had they remsined
on the so-celled "Little Meglnot Line" rather than moving
forward to the Dyle. ‘There ie no aisputing this statement
in view of tThe ['wct that defensive positiong had already been
prepared on the "Little Maginot" . It must be recalled, how-
ever, that the iZllied =stimate of the situation interpreted
that the main German eflfort would be dlrected toward securing
channel ports from which to &ttecx Englend. It wes not ex-
pected that the concguest of Frence would be the main object
at that time. 1In view of these beliefs, (he movement to the
Uyle should not be coademned.

In concliusion, it is the opinion of tThis writer that
France's downfell can be attributed to three factors, cll
closely related:

1. 4 wmarked deficiency in ecuipment, pasrticulerly cir-
eraft, tanxe, enti-aircraft and enti-tank waspons.

<. The strict acherence by the Germans to ali the pria-
ciples of war.

3. ‘The violetion, either avoldably or unavoidably, of

certain principles of war by the slliies.
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LESCONS LESRNE

-

1. Lever un sEiate &n cnery's capabiliitise.
£. ‘i1 obszbzcle becomes merely & hindrincse unless

properly delsnded.

No Zefonce is im or_bnmbl to & debsrcinsd snemy

LS
.

’—l-

willing Yo nuy the pr

Ce.
fs ombat avistion cen supplemsnt zrtiliery in sunport
of front Lline troops ziud c:in even substiitute for crtillery in
rapldly woving situctlons in which sriiicery comnot <ecp up.
S5« upgortiag weavons of iaofuatry ualte are very
Luoortint =ne hive & grszt beariag on ithes finel outsowe of
battie. Thle iz especinally true of iufantry wortrre s=und
ibaere rad on aruy vosscssing sugeriority in these weapons

has o zooed chsace Tor vicuory.
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6. clthough armored ualts cre de

.
1 e
1

expilolt & breagtiarough mede by the infontry,

at opportune tlwees con force & fTuvoreble uecision.

7. 1u modern warfare, maintencuce of moblilty i of

8. &ll possible sdventage muct be teien curing lulls
in bﬁtile.zo improve the stete of treloing end e uloment of
uil units, This is true fror the smellest unit up to @nd
insiuding the entire Armed Forces of &« aation.

9. idequste well brained reserves poth tacticol wné

1

strotezlice musy be meintzined ond pogitive provicions must ve

@ede I'or thelr wovement. Recsrves which reuch a vetule zrea

tog ilate to ioiflusince the result are worthliess.
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10. Thought tust be zivsn to the possi
civilian popu"ation o wilitery oseroiions, Thie iunciuces
frisncly &g well we hostile populstions. Plens wmust be made
for orcsrly civilian evacustion withnout interrference with the
militery operation.

11. Cooperaction between ¢li wrms of the fervice lesds
to victory. he closer the cooperation the better is the
chence of viectory.

1<, In zny defensive position, anti-tanx obstacles,
prooerly covered by rire, are a must.

i3. A bold {even unorthodox) plan involving celculated
risKe, may be Jjustified under certuzin circumstances in order

to meintain iaitiative or obtain survrise.
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